
Yasmin Harrell left, and Atiya Elliott-Semper hold signs while demonstrating with others in Atlanta on Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014 against the deaths of two unarmed black 
men at the hands of white police officers in New York City and Ferguson, Mo. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 
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Civil Rights Leaders Decry Chokehold Decision 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Civil 
rights leaders Thursday de¬ 
cried the grand jury deci¬ 
sion not to charge o white 
New York City police otfi- 
cer in the chokehold death 
ot o black man and an¬ 
nounced plans for a march 
and a summit on racial jus¬ 
tice in Washington later this 
month. 

The case of Eric Garner — 
combined with the deci¬ 
sion by a grand jury last 
week not to charge the 
white officer who shot 
and killed unarmed block 
18-year-old Michael Brown 
in Ferguson, Missouri — 
stirred a national conver¬ 
sation about race, police 
training and the grand jury 
process. 

Unlike Brown’s shooting. 
Garner’s arrest was cap¬ 
tured on videotape. 

A day after protests erupt¬ 
ed in New York over the 
decision not to charge a 
white officer in the death 
of a black man, civil rights 
leaders pinned their hopes 
on a federal investigation. 
Demonstrators turned out 
in such cities as Denver, 
Detroit and Minneapolis. 
And politicians and others 
talked about better police 
training, body cameras 
and changes in the grand 
jury process to restore faith 
in the legal system. 

Amid the tensions, U.S. At¬ 
torney General Eric Holder 
presented the results of an 
investigation into police in 
the Ohio city of Cleveland, 
prompted by several highly 
publicized police encoun¬ 
ters, some of them deadly. 
The Justice Department 
report said Cleveland po¬ 
lice use excessive and un¬ 
necessary force far too of¬ 
ten, are poorly trained in 
tactics and firearm use and 
endanger the public and 
their fellow officers with 
their recklessness. 


The results of the investiga¬ 
tion came just one week 
after hundreds of people 
blocked a Cleveland free¬ 
way to protest the Garner 
and Brown killings, along 
with the fatal shooting of 
a black 12-year-old boy by 
a white officer outside a 
Cleveland recreation cen¬ 
ter. Police said the officer 
thought the boy was hold¬ 
ing a firearm, 

but he actually had an air- 
soft gun that shoots nonle- 
thal plastic pellets. 

In New York, National Ur¬ 
ban League President 
Marc Morial said the lack 
of an indictment in Gar¬ 
ner’s death was “a travesty 
of justice." 

About 20 civil rights leaders 
met behind closed doors 
Thursday at the New York 
City headquarters of Rev. 
Al Sharpton’s National Ac¬ 
tion Network. Sharpton, 
one of the country’s most 
outspoken civil rights activ¬ 
ists, said a civil rights sum¬ 
mit will be held following a 
Dec. 13 march in Washing¬ 
ton. 

Garner, 43, died as officers 
were attempting to arrest 
him for selling untaxed cig¬ 
arettes on the street. 

The video, shot by an on¬ 
looker and widely viewed 
on the Internet, showed 
Garner telling a group of 
police officers to leave him 
alone as they tried to arrest 
him. 

Officer Daniel Pantaleo 
responded by wrapping 
his arm around Garner’s 
neck in what appeared 
to be a chokehold, which 
is banned under the New 
York Police Department’s 
policy. 

The heavyset Garner, who 
had asthma, was heard re¬ 
peatedly gasping, “I can’t 
breathe!” He later died at 
a hospital. 

Thousands of people pro¬ 
tested in New York, chant¬ 



Protesters rally against a grand jury’s decision not to Indict the poiice officer involved in the death 
of Eric Garner in Foiey Square, Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014, in New York. A grand jury cieared a white 
New York City police officer Wednesday in the videotaped chokehoid death of Garner, an un¬ 
armed black man, who had been stopped on suspicion of selling ioose, untaxed cigarettes. 

(AP Photo/Jason DeCrow) 


ing and blocking traffic, 
after the grand jury de¬ 
cided not to bring charges 
against Pantaleo. The deci¬ 


sion Wednesday came a 
week after a Missouri grand 
jury made a similar ruling in 
Brown’s case. 


Police said 83 people were 
arrested in New York, most¬ 
ly on disorderly conduct 
charges.Q 
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US House rebukes Obama on immigration orders 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio meets with reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, 
Dec. 4, 2014. Just days before government funding expires. House Republican leaders are trying 
to strike a balance between the conservatives determined to stop President Barack Obama’s im¬ 
migration order and other lawmakers just as determined to avoid another politically damaging 
shutdown. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Em¬ 
boldened Republicans is¬ 
sued a stern but symbolic 
rebuke to President Barack 
Obama over immigration 
Thursday, passing a bill in 
the House of Representa¬ 
tives declaring his execu¬ 
tive actions to curb depor¬ 
tations “null and void and 
without legal effect." 

Even as emotions ran high 
in debate on the bill, many 
involved acknowledged 
it was mostly a sideshow 
as Republicans struggled 
to find some way to undo 
what Obama has done 
— not just register their dis¬ 
approval. Party leaders 
acknowledged their op¬ 
tions were limited given 
Obama’s veto power, and 
no clear solution beck¬ 
oned, even as Republicans 
prepare to take full control 
of Congress in January af¬ 
ter sweeping last month’s 
congressional elections. 
Outraged Democrats, im¬ 
migrant advocates and the 
White House said Repub¬ 
licans were voting to tear 
families apart and eject 
parents. Obama’s execu¬ 
tive actions last month will 
extend deportation relief 
and work permits to some 
4 million immigrants here 
illegally, mostly those who 
have been in the country 
more than five years and 
have children who are U.S. 
citizens or legal perma¬ 
nent residents. He also re¬ 
ordered law enforcement 
priorities and expanded an 
existing deportation defer¬ 
ral program for immigrants 
brought illegally as kids. 
“Rather than deport stu¬ 
dents and separate fami¬ 
lies and make it harder for 
law enforcement to do its 
job, I just want the Con¬ 
gress to work with us to 
pass a commonsense law 
to fix that broken immigra¬ 
tion system," Obama said 
ahead of the vote. 

Even the bill’s supporters 
acknowledged that the 
bill, which says Obama was 
acting “without any consti¬ 
tutional or statutory basis,” 
was mostly meant to send 
a message. It was part of a 
two-part strategy by House 
Republican leadership to 
appease conservative im¬ 


migration hardliners with¬ 
out risking a government 
shutdown. After gaining 
control of the Senate and 
adding to their majority in 
the House, Republicans 
pledged they would prove 
to Americans that they 
were ready to govern, not 
just obstruct the president. 
Yet a bigger battle might 
lie ahead as conserva¬ 
tives push to use must-pass 
spending legislation to 
block Obama. 

Republicans hoped that 
after approving the bill, the 
party would move on next 
week to vote on legislation 
to keep most of the gov¬ 
ernment running for a year, 
with a shorter timeframe for 
the Homeland Security De¬ 
partment, which oversees 
immigration. The idea is to 
revisit Homeland Security 
early next year when Re¬ 
publicans will control both 
houses at the Capitol and 
have more leverage. The 
current government-fund¬ 
ing measure expires Dec. 
11 so a new one must pass 
by then. 

But that approach doesn’t 
go far enough for some im¬ 
migration hardliners, goad¬ 
ed on by outside conser¬ 
vative groups that donate 
massive amounts of money 
to candidates and tea par¬ 
ty-aligned senators includ¬ 
ing Ted Cruz of Texas. They 
say the only real way to 
stop Obama is to include 
language in the upcoming 
spending bill to block any 
money for his actions on 
immigration. 

Republican leaders fear 
such spending-bill lan¬ 
guage could court an 
Obama veto and even 
a government shutdown. 
That’s something they’re 
determined to avoid, a 
year after taking a political 
hit for provoking a 16-day 
partial shutdown in an un¬ 
successful attempt to over¬ 
turn Obama’s health care 
law. 

Democratic lawmakers ral¬ 
lied behind the president 
Thursday, and immigrant 
advocates warned Repub¬ 
licans would be alienating 
Latinos heading into 2016 
presidential elections in 
which the rapidly growing 
Hispanic vote is expected 
to be significant.Q 
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Crews break up California homeless encampment 


MARTHA MENDOZA 

AP National Writer 

SAN JOSE, California (AP) 

— About 50 muddy souls 
dragged their meager 
belongings out of a trash- 
strewn California creek 
bed Thursday as police 
and social-service work¬ 
ers began clearing away 
one of the nation's largest 
homeless encampments, 
a collection of flimsy tents 
and plywood shelters in 
the heart of Silicon Valley. 
The people forced out of 
the camp known as the 
Jungle ended up along¬ 
side a busy road that star¬ 
tled passers-by who slowed 
down to watch. 

“People drive by and look 
at us like we’re circus ani¬ 
mals," said a sobbing Nan¬ 
cy Ortega. 

More than 30 police of¬ 
ficers and dozens of con¬ 
struction workers in white 
hazmat suits joined about 
15 social-service workers in 
the effort to take apart the 
treacherous community 
that at its peak housed as 
many as 350 people living 
in squalor just a short drive 
from tech giants Google, 
Apple, Yahoo and eBay. 
For months, social workers 
have been trying to house 
camp residents. And four 
days earlier, they were 
warned they had until 
dawn Thursday to leave or 
face arrest for trespassing. 
Still, city officials estimated 
about 60 people remained 
at the filthy site when clea¬ 
nout day came. 

After a rainy night, skies 
cleared Thursday, and 
one person after another 
in varying states of men¬ 
tal clarity and sobriety 
dragged their belongings 
in suitcases, shopping carts 
and on bicycles out of 
the camp through ankle- 
deep sludge. By midmorn¬ 
ing, dozens had reached 
the sidewalk, abandoning 
most of their possessions. 

A few dozen protesters 
gathered at the site hold¬ 
ing signs reading “Home¬ 
less people matter" and 
“Stand with The Jungle." 
The encampment stands 
in stark contrast to the sur¬ 
rounding valley, a region 
that leads the country in 
job growth, income and 
venture capital. 


Officials found shelter for 
about 10 residents Thurs¬ 
day, said San Jose home¬ 
lessness response manager 
Ray Bramson. Many more 
refused the city’s offers, cit¬ 
ing concerns about safety 
at homeless shelters, their 
need to stay with pets and 
their dislike of sobriety rules. 
Several homeless-assis¬ 
tance groups also stepped 
in to help. HomeFirst, the 
largest provider to home¬ 
less people in the county, 
set aside 27 beds at a 
nearby shelter. Another 50 
beds are open in a sepa¬ 
rate cold-weather shelter. 
San Jose has spent more 
than $4 million over the last 
year and a half to solve 
problems at the encamp¬ 
ment and has housed 
some 135 people from the 
site.Q 



Crews begin the clean up process at a homeless encampment known as The Jungle Thursday, 
Dec. 4, 2014, in San Jose, Calit. Police and social-workers on Thursday began clearing away one 
ot the nation’s largest homeless encampments, a cluster ot flimsy tents and plywood shelters that 
once housed more than 200 people in the heart ot Calitornia's wealthy Silicon Valley. 

(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 
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Reina Beatrix 

CROWD CONTROL AT NON US 

BOUND 

CHECK-IN TERMINAL 

Aruba Airport Authority N.V., the company 
that manages 

Aeropuerto Intemacional Reina Beatrix 
hereby inform s that as of December 5, 2014 
crowd control will be performed at the NON 
US bound check-in terminal. This will be 
done every Friday and every Sunday of the 
week from 15:00 hrs till 18:00 hrs. This 
process is necessary in order to alleviate the 
congestion within that particular area on the 
above mentioned days of the week. 

Crowd control will entail that only those 
passengers that are departing that day and 
have to check-in for their flight will be 
allowed into the check-in area, and this only 
within two (2) hours before their scheduled 
time of departure and as soon as check-in has 
started. Passengers will be allowed to be 
assisted by one (1) person accompanying 
them if so needed, but in other cases only 
those actually travelling will be allowed into 
the NON US Bound check-in area. 

Please take due note hereof. 

IVIanagement Aruba Airport Authority N. V. 


CELEBRATE YOUR CHRISTMAS 
DINNER AT DRIFTWOOD! 


SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL OUR VALUED GUESTS 



Our holiday special this year offers 
a 3-course Dinner for $25.95 p.p. 

+1.5%, No Service Charge! 


Appetizer 

• Oyster Soup • Onion Soup 

• Fish Croquet • Salad 
• Coconut Shrimp 

Entree 

• Fresh Catch of the Day • Jumbo Shrimp 

• Filet Mignon* • Keshi Yena 

Dessert 

• Tres Leche • Quesillo 

• Ice Cream • Coffee / Tea 


* a $2 surcharge will be added to the bill for the Filet Mignon option. 
This special cannot be used with any other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 



For reservations call: 583-2515 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
e-mail: driftwood@setarnet.aw • Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
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LL Bean struggles to meet demand for iconic boot 


DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
LEWISTON, Maine (AP) — 

Whether it's “lumberjack 
chic” or old-school util¬ 
ity, demand for L.L. Bean 
boots is surging — so much 
so that some customers will 


process of hiring 100 work¬ 
ers and purchasing addi- 
tianal equipment to catch 
up with demand. 

“We just can’t make 
enough of them,” said Tom 
Armstrong, L.L. Bean’s chief 
merchandising officer. 


top 500,000. 

That grawth has autpaced 
even the campany's ag¬ 
gressive expectations, 
Armstrong said. But it’s dif¬ 
ficult to say exactly what’s 
boosting demand — pop¬ 
ularity on college cam¬ 



Talitha Donaldson displays a label that is glued onto the back of every L.L. Bean boot, at a 
facility in Lewiston, Maine. The Maine-based retailer can't make enough of its iconic boots to 
keep up with demand this holiday season. Some styles are on back order until February, and 
the company is answering by hiring more than 100 workers and purchasing a new machine that 

(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 


makes the rubber soles. 

have to wait until February 
to get their holiday pur¬ 
chases. 

A backlog of 60,000 boot 
orders could grow to 
100,000 by month’s end, 
and the company is in the 


The rubber-bottomed, 
leather-topped “duck 
boot” has seen sales grow 
from fewer than 100,000 
a decade ago to about 
450,000 this year. Next year, 
the number is expected to 


puses, new styles including 
bright colors or the plaid- 
and-boots style dubbed 
“lumberjack chic.” 
“Whatever is driving it is 
making us happy. We’re 
scurrying to get them 


produced,” said Royce 
Haines, L.L. Bean’s opera¬ 
tions manager, who over¬ 
sees Bean's shoemaking 
operations. 

L.L. Bean is adding a third 
shift this weekend at its 
leather-sewing operation 
in Brunswick, which joins an 
operation that makes rub¬ 
ber soles in Lewiston that’s 
already working around 
the clock. 

In the coming year, the 
company is also hiring 100 
workers to bring the shoe¬ 
making operation to 500 
workers and spending $1 
million to purchase a sec¬ 
ond injection-molding ma¬ 
chine like one that’s cur¬ 
rently in use in Lewiston. 
But the production boost 
won’t happen overnight 
because it takes up to six 
months to get new workers 
fully trained. 

L.L. Bean is an enviable 
position with its boots be¬ 
cause price-conscious 
young consumers are will¬ 
ing to pay for the original 
heritage item as opposed 
to a knockoff, much like 
the growing demand for 
original Sperry Top-Siders, 
said Marshal Cohen, chief 
industry analyst at market 
researcher NPD Group. 
“You've got the younger 
consumer jumping all over 


it like they just discovered 
it but the boomer genera¬ 
tion has been wearing it for 
all their lives. So you’re get¬ 
ting growth from the top 
and the bottom of the age 
spectrum,” he said. 

Bean’s boot is a rare suc¬ 
cess story for domestic shoe 
making. Other well-known 
brands like G.H. Bass, Cole 
Haan, Sebago and Dex¬ 
ter long ago moved their 
production out of Maine in 
search of cheaper labor. 
Nationwide, the number 
of shoe-manufacturing 
jobs dropped from more 
than 200,000 in the 1970s to 
about 14,000 last year, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Labor 
Department. Many of L.L. 
Bean's products are now 
made overseas as well, but 
the family-owned com¬ 
pany has insisted on keep¬ 
ing production of its iconic 
boot in Maine. 

L.L Bean’s familiar boot 
started with the original 
“Maine hunting shoe” first 
produced by Leon Leon- 
wood Bean in 1912. These 
days, the company has 
two giant “L.L. Bean Boot- 
mobiles” that travel the 
country to promote the 
brand, and tourists pose 
for photos next to a giant 
boot outside flagship store 
in Freeport, Maine.Q 


Canada approves Burger King-Tim Hortons takeover 


TORONTO (AP) — Burger 
King Worldwide Inc.’s 
takeover of the Canadi¬ 
an coffee and doughnuf 


shop chain Tim Horfons 
Inc. was approved by fhe 
Canadian governmenf 
Thursday, bringing if one 


sfep closer fo complefion. 
Burger King, which is 
based in Miami buf con- 
frolled by a Brazilian pri- 


vafe equify fund, agreed 
in Augusf fo buy Tim Hor¬ 
fons in a friendly cash- 
and-sfock deal worfh 
more than $10.5 billion 
(CA$12 billion). The merg¬ 
er of the two companies 
would create the world’s 
third-largest quick service 
restaurant company, with 
more than 18,000 restau¬ 
rants in 100 countries. 

As part of fhe deal signed 
by Canada’s Indusfry 
Minisfer James Moore, 
Burger King agreed fo 
mainfain fhe exisfing em- 
ploymenf levels af Tim 
Hortons franchises across 
Canada and expand in 
the U.S. and globally fast¬ 
er than planned as part 
of fhe approval. 

The combined company 
will esfablish ifs head- 
quarfers in Oakville, On- 
fario, where Tim Horfons 


is currenfly based, and 
“mainfain significanf em- 
ploymenf levels” af fhe 
office. 

Critics had warned the 
takeover could mean 
layoffs and cosf-cutting 
for Tim Hortons. A study 
from the Canadian Cen¬ 
tre for Policy Alternatives 
suggested the debt fi¬ 
nancing required could 
force Tim Horfons fo lay 
off more fhan 700 em¬ 
ployees. 

The merged company will 
lisf on fhe Toronfo Sfock 
Exchange and Tim Hor¬ 
fons will remain a distinct 
chain from Burger King in 
fhe U.S. and Canada. 

The deal sfill requires 
shareholder approval. 
Tim Horfons shareholders 
are expecfed fo vofe on 
fhe proposal af a special 
meefing on Dec. 9.Q 
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US Financial Front: 

GlaxoSmithKline cutting hundreds of American jobs 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 
TRENTON, NJ. (AP) — Hun 

dreds of British drugmaker 
GlaxoSmithKline's 17,000 
U.S.-based employees will 
lose their jobs by the end of 
next year under the phar¬ 
maceutical industry’s latest 
restructuring. 

GlaxoSmithKline PLC, best 
known for its widely used 
asthma inhaler Advair, is 
making changes worldwide 
that are meant to produce 
about $1.6 billion in annual 
savings within about three 
years —from units includ¬ 
ing research and develop¬ 
ment, manufacturing, sales 
and marketing, and sup¬ 
port functions. 

The company also had 
considered selling off or 
otherwise divesting its Euro¬ 
pean and U.S. established 
products, drugs that have 
lost patent protection and 
face cheaper generic 
competition. On Thursday, 
it issued a brief statement 
saying that after reviewing 
all the bids it received, it 
decided not to divest those 
medicines because that 
would not maximize share¬ 
holder value. 

The restructuring plan was 
announced on Oct. 22, 
when the company report¬ 
ed third-quarter results that 
included a 13 percent drop 
in global sales and a 62 per¬ 
cent plunge in net income. 
Details of the restructuring 
began emerging as Glaxo¬ 
SmithKline on Wednesday 
started informing U.S. staff 
of specific plans. In a state¬ 
ment, the company said it 
will eliminate about 900 jobs 
in marketing and research 
in Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina, though 
some cuts will be made 
through a hiring freeze and 
not filling vacant positions. 
Some positions will be shift¬ 
ed to the company's U.S. 
headquarters in the Phila¬ 


delphia area. 

About 450 of the 900 em¬ 
ployees losing jobs in re¬ 
search and development 


at Research Triangle Park 
will be offered positions at 
Parexel International Corp., 
which has offices nearby in 
Durham, North Carolina. It 


provides contract research, 
consulting and other servic¬ 
es to pharmaceutical com¬ 
panies. 


In addition, hundreds of 
sales and marketing jobs 
will be eliminated, in Phila¬ 
delphia, Research Triangle 
Park and among sales rep¬ 


resentatives around the U.S. 
Glaxo's U.S. shares fell 82 
cents, or 1.8 percent, to 
close at $45.89 in trading 
Thursday. 

The moves are being made 
to streamline the compa¬ 
ny, part of an industrywide 
trend to adjust to pressures 
including rising research 
costs, government and pri¬ 
vate health plans holding 
down and even reducing 
what they'll pay for medi¬ 
cines, and the expiration of 
patents on drugs that had 
generated billions in annual 
sales. GlaxoSmithKline, the 
world's sixth-biggest drug- 
maker by revenue, said in 
October that while some 
parts of the company are 
growing, sales fell by 10 
percent in the U.S. and by 
2 percent in Europe, two of 
its biggest markets. Sales of 
Glaxo's medicines for respi¬ 
ratory disorders— the com¬ 


pany's biggest franchise — 
have been particularly hurt, 
with sales of Advair down 
24 percent in the U.S. over 
the first nine months of the 
year. 

Glaxo's worsening financial 
picture comes despite a 
strong run of 10 new drug 
approvals in the U.S. over 
the past 18 months. Those 
include a once-weekly 
Type 2 diabetes treatment 
called Tanzeum, the com¬ 
bo HIV pill Triumeq and new 
inhalers for asthma and 
chronic obstructive pulmo¬ 
nary disease, plus six major 
approvals in 2013 of drugs 
for cancer, flu, respiratory 
disease and HIV. 

The company said it is un¬ 
sure how many employees 
will be affected by the U.S. 
layoffs, but some of those 
affected will be offered the 
chance to transfer to an¬ 
other job.Q 
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This photo shows drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline’s headquarters 
in London. Hundreds of GlaxoSmithKline’s 17,000 U.S.-based 
employees will lose their jobs by the end of 2015 under the 
pharmaceutical industry’s latest restructuring. 

(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth) 
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These American Retailers Could Use Some Holiday Cheer 


A. D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The holi¬ 
day shopping season is al¬ 
ways a make-or-break pe¬ 
riod for struggling retailers. 
But this year, the fight to 
grab shoppers has intensi¬ 
fied, making it difficult for 
stores to use the season 
that accounts for about 
20 percent of the retail in¬ 
dustry's annual sales to 
bounce back. 

Stores face cautious shop¬ 


pers who are juggling stag¬ 
nant wages and higher 
costs for food and health 
care. And Web-savvy cus¬ 
tomers are using informa¬ 
tion easily available on 
their smartphones to hold 
out for ever-better deals. 
All of that means that stores 
have had to discount more 
— and earlier — this holiday 
shopping season. 

“If you’re a retailer on the 
edge, it’s harder to main¬ 
tain your viability and re¬ 
turn to profitability because 
of the intense promotional 
environment,” said Ken 
Perkins, president of Re- 
tailMetrics LLC., a retail re¬ 
search firm. 


He expects fourth-quarter 
earnings for the 123 retail¬ 
ers he tracks will rise 7.7 
percent, down from a pro¬ 
jected 16 percent increase 
in June. 

Here, four retailers with 
years of sales declines that 
could use a good holiday 
season: 

SEARS HOLDINGS CORP. 

The problems: The Hoff¬ 
man, Illinois-based compa¬ 
ny, which operates Kmart 


and Sears, has been strug¬ 
gling for years as it faces in¬ 
creasingly stiff competition 
from Wal-Mart, Target and 
Home Depot. Critics say 
Sears has failed to update 
shabby and tired stores. 
Billionaire hedge fund man¬ 
ager Edward Lampert, now 
chairman and CEO, com¬ 
bined Sears and Kmart in 
2005, about two years af¬ 
ter he helped bring Kmart 
out of bankruptcy. But that 
merger hasn’t been suc¬ 
cessful, and the company’s 
financial results keep wors¬ 
ening. 

The company on Thursday 
said its revenue fell 13 per¬ 
cent in the third quarter. 


In the first three quarters of 
the year. Sears has lost $1.6 
billion. 

It’s on track to lose money 
for four straight years and 
record eight straight years 
of falling revenue when 
it reports its annual results 
early next year. 

The fix: To raise money, 
Lampert is closing weak 
stores, cutting inventory 
and selling assets to raise 
cash to keep the company 
afloat. Year-to-date, the 


company has closed 129 
stores and for the full year 
it expects to close a total of 
235 stores. That’s resulting in 
several thousand job cuts. 
At the same time. Sears 
says it is shifting its focus 
from running a store net¬ 
work to operating an online 
and offline business tied 
together by its Shop Your 
Way loyalty program The 
prospects: Brian Sozzi, CEO 
and chief equities strate¬ 
gies at Belus Capital Advi¬ 
sors, says crowds at both 
chains were thin over the 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
And the latest third-quarter 
results will likely make it criti¬ 
cal for Sears to keep selling 


assets and stores to prop 
up its operations. 

Sozzi believes that by 2017, 
the company will operate 
about 900 stores, half its 
current size. 

The financial maneuvers 
“are basically enabling 
(Sears) to tread water on 
the operating losses,” said 
Everscore ISI’s Greg Melich. 

RADIOSHACK CORP. 

The problems: Long known 
as a destination for bat¬ 


teries and obscure elec¬ 
tronic parts, RadioShack’s 
problem has been that the 
functions of so many prod¬ 
ucts it sold have been tak¬ 
en up by smartphones. So 
it sought to remake itself as 
a specialist in wireless de¬ 
vices and accessories. But 
growth in that business is 
slowing because more 
people have smartphones 
and see fewer reasons to 
upgrade. RadioShack’s 
shares are now trading be¬ 
low $1 . It warned in Septem¬ 
ber that it might need to file 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy, 
which wasn’t unexpected. 
It bought some more time 
soon after by restructuring 


part of its debt with lenders. 
The fix: RadioShack’s turn¬ 
around efforts have includ¬ 
ed cutting costs, renovat¬ 
ing and closing stores, and 
shuffling management. The 
Fort Worth, Texas-based 
company has tried to up¬ 
date its image and work on 
adding new products, in¬ 
cluding private brands and 
exclusive items. 

RadioShack disclosed plans 
in March that it intended to 
close 1,100 stores, or about 
a fifth of its U.S. locations. It 
didn’t specify the number 
of job cuts. 

The prospects: RadioShack 
has been fighting with its 
lenders during the holidays, 
which is hampering its ef¬ 
forts to restructure the busi¬ 
ness and close some of its 
stores to help raise cash. 
This week the lenders noti¬ 
fied RadioShack of alleged 
breaches to a $250 million 
loan and want the com¬ 
pany to prepay some of its 
debt, along with other fees. 
RadioShack says that is un¬ 
reasonable. 

“I think they’re going to 
close, but it’s about doing 
it on an orderly basis,” says 
David TawiI, co-founder 
and portfolio manager of 
Maglan Capital, which fol¬ 
lows distressed companies. 

J.C. PENNEY CO. 

The problems: J.C. Penney 
is still trying to recover from 
a botched transformation 
plan spearheaded by for¬ 
mer CEO Ron Johnson that 
sent its sales in a freefall 
and resulted in mounting 
losses. 

Mike Ullman returned to 
the CEO job in April 2013 
and has stabilized the busi¬ 
ness by restoring discounts 
and basic merchandise. But 
it’s now up to Marvin Ellison, 
who will take over Ullman’s 
job in August, to remake it 
as a shopping destination. 
The fix: In October, Ullman 
laid out a strategy to im¬ 
prove productivity, expand 
e-commerce and spruce 
up some departments that 
it said would boost sales to 
$14.5 billion by fiscal 2017. 
That’s still well below the 
$17.23 billion it generated 
before the sales plunge. It 
remains to be seen wheth¬ 
er it will further pare down 
its fleet, which totals about 
1,100 stores.Q 



A man dressed as Santa Claus greets shoppers outside the J.C. Penney store at the Glendale Galleria shopping mall in Glendale, 
Calif. J.C. Penney is still trying to recover from a botched up transformation plan spearheaded by its former CEO Ron Johnson that 
sent its sales in a freefall and resulted in mounting losses. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 












WORLD NEWSI?. 


FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER 2014 



ADULTS US«45 ONLV FRIDAY CHILDREN (A-12) USS2S. 

Sal&a muEic, Cutun snacks, Op«n bar with Majrkcs, learn how to dance salsa & entertainment on 
board.. Tima 5:3^ till 7:3Qpfn 

Sn^ck^: Bengne Chlp^ wi|h shredded chicken, pork ft qhlcken Cirackllntgs with mojito dIp- 

Vitit ut dpi H4r, Plsyj Llrtcl^, Holidfiy Inri ccneipr^PWliy dww bp*eh hylt. Hiu Hut I3$|w4dn A^MII« ft 

Palace Hotal on tha beach,, or at our own Pallcan Piar looatad betwean ttie Holiday Inn ft Piaye Linda Resod- 

FOf^ r4Mrv#tiM« Ull &07-E:3Oe CMan-Sun]| Of^ bMNk wWw+|MlliO«n-ttnub4lifiOn1 



as 

as 



US calls on Russia to calm turbulence In Ukraine 


cow “return to serious dis¬ 
cussions” for a cease-fire, 
a senior State Department 
official who sat in on the 
discussion told reporters. 
Lavrov did not respond to 
a reporter's question about 
the Russian troop deaths in 
Ukraine. 

OSCE has sought to help 
broker an enduring cease¬ 
fire in eastern Ukraine, 
where it’s believed Mos¬ 
cow is supporting the sepa¬ 
ratists with weapons and 
troops in their quest to se¬ 
cede from Ukraine’s cen¬ 
tral government. 

Kerry called it a “very turbu¬ 
lent year” and noted that 
when the 57-state OSCE 
met last year, Ukraine pro¬ 
testers were in the throes of 
demanding a new govern¬ 
ment in Kiev. 

“They were warmed by a 


simple desire — to live in 
a country with on honest 
government,” Kerry said 
at the start of the OSCE 
meeting. Over the lost 
year, however, the fledg¬ 
ling leadership in Kiev has 
been beset by separatists 
in the eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhonsk, and 
has seen the Crimea region 
vote to secede. 

Kerry said Kiev has been 
“tested by external aggres¬ 
sion” yet still is “casting off 
the shackles of repression 
and opening a new and 
promising chapter in their 
nation's history.” 

In his annual state-of-the- 
notion address Thursday in 
Moscow, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin defended 
the annexation of Crimea, 
describing it os Russia’s spir¬ 
itual ground. □ 




US Secretary of State John Kerry, left, and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
bilateral on the sidelines of on Organization for Security and Cooperation 
terial meeting in Basel, Switzerland, Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014. 


Lavrov gesture prior tp a 
in Europe (OSCE) minis- 


LARA JAKES 

AP National Security Writer 
LONDON (AP) — U.S. Secre¬ 
tory of State John Kerry said 
Thursday that Russia could 
rebuild its relations with 
the West “if it simply helps 
to calm turbulent waters” 
on its border with eastern 
Ukraine, where pro-Mos- 
cow separatists are fighting 
with Kiev forces. 

Speaking in Basel, Swit¬ 
zerland at a meeting of 
the Crgonizotion for Se¬ 
curity and Cooperation 
in Europe, Kerry called on 
Moscow to uphold on ear¬ 
lier cease-fire agreement, 
which calls for withdrawing 
its support for the separat¬ 
ists in Ukraine and persuad¬ 
ing them to release hostag¬ 
es. The U.S. and European 
Union have imposed sanc¬ 
tions on some Russians and 
separatists os punishment 
for their actions. 

“The U.S. and countries 
that support Ukraine’s sov¬ 
ereignty and rights do not 
seek confrontation,” Kerry 


(AP Photo/Fabrice Coffrini, pool) 

said. “It is not our design or 
desire that we see a Russia 
isolated through its own ac¬ 
tions.” 

“No one gains from this 
confrontation,” Kerry said. 

The secretary met briefly 
— and separately — with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Povlo Klimkin, Russian For¬ 
eign Minister Sergey Lav¬ 
rov and Georgian Foreign 
Minister Tamar Beruchash- 
vili. The United States and 
Russia are partners in the 
CSCE. 

In his opening remarks, Ker¬ 
ry publicly cited “hundreds 
of Russian soldiers who fight 
and die” in Ukraine - allud¬ 
ing to what the U.S. says is 
proof of Moscow’s direct 
involvement in the fighting. 
U.S. officials believe on es¬ 
timated 400 Russian troops 
hove been killed in Ukraine 
this year. 

In their private half-hour 
meeting, Kerry and Lavrov 
spoke briefly about the situ¬ 
ation in Ukraine, and Kerry 
urged Lavrov to have Mos- 
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Al-Qaida in Yemen threatens to kill American journalist 


KAREEM FAHIM 
RUKMINI CALLIMACHI 
© 2014 New York Times 

SANAA, Yemen - Seething 
over an attempt last month 
by U.S. commandos to free 
an American hostage, al- 
Qaida's Yemeni affiliate 
has threatened to kill him 
by the end of the week 
and warned the Obama 
administration against fur¬ 
ther “foolish action," ac¬ 
cording to a video posted 
on YouTube. 

The journalist, Luke Somers, 


who appears in the video 
posted late Wednesday, 
has been missing since Sep¬ 
tember 2013, when he was 
snatched off a street in Sa¬ 
naa, the Yemeni capital. 
Somers, speaking to the 
camera, appears com¬ 
posed and healthy, wear¬ 
ing a purple shirt and glass¬ 
es. 

“I’m looking for any help 
that can get me out of this 
situation,” he said. “I’m cer¬ 
tain that my life is in dan¬ 
ger. So as I sit here now, I 


ask if there’s anything that 
can be done, please let it 
be done.” 

His family, breaking its si¬ 
lence about the abduction 
for the first time, responded 
to the video by posting its 
own Thursday, imploring 
Somers’ captors to release 
him, thanking them for 
treating him well and insist¬ 
ing that the family had no 
prior knowledge of the raid. 
The video of Somers 
amounted to an unusu¬ 
ally public and hard-line 


ultimatum from the affiliate, 
al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, according to an¬ 
alysts who study the group. 
The three-day deadline was 
among the shortest to have 
appeared in any al-Qaida 
videos in recent years. And 
it was a rare instance of the 
Yemeni branch formally re¬ 
leasing a video threatening 
a Western hostage. 

Nasr bin Ali al-Ansi, a leader 
of al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula who appears 
in the video, was vague 


about the group’s condi¬ 
tions for the hostage’s re¬ 
lease, saying only that they 
were “well known.” 

At the same time, he sug¬ 
gested that the ultimatum 
was a reaction to the Nov. 
25 rescue attempt, which 
left seven al-Qaida mem¬ 
bers dead. 

“We warn Obama and the 
American government of 
the consequences of pro¬ 
ceeding with any other 
foolish action,” he said in 
the video. 


Islamic militants wage fierce attack on Grozny, Chechnya 


ANDREW E. KRAMER 
NEILMacFARQUHAR 
© 2014 New York Times 
GROZNY, Chechnya - A 

fierce gunbattle between 
Islamist militants and gov¬ 
ernment security forces 
paralyzed the center of the 
Chechen capital, Grozny, 
overnight Thursday, leaving 
some 20 people dead and 
embarrassing President 
Vladimir Putin just hours be¬ 
fore he delivered his state- 
of-the-nation speech in 
Moscow. 

It was the most violent, bra¬ 
zen attack linked to mili¬ 
tant activity in the region 
in months. As dawn broke, 
smoke was rising from sev¬ 
eral locations, residents 
said in telephone inter¬ 
views. Kheda Saratova, a 
human-rights activist, said 
that gunfire continued 
through the morning. 

There was some specula¬ 
tion among analysts and 
on social media that the 
assault was carried out 
by fighters linked to the Is¬ 
lamic State or other radical 
groups fighting in Syria. If so, 
it would be the first such at¬ 
tack inside Russia. 

Chechen fighters in Syria 


have threatened to carry Chechnya, sought to play “When this all started,” 
out attacks in response to down the violence, at- Kadyrov told reporters at 
Moscow’s unalloyed sup- tending Putin’s speech in the Kremlin, “I flew home, 
port for the Syrian presi- Moscow and claiming that organized a special opera- 



Firefighters and emergency workers examine the burned market pavilions in downtown Grozny, 
Russia, Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014. A gun battle broke out early Thursday in the capital of Russia’s 
North Caucasus republic of Chechnya, puncturing the patina of stability ensured by years of 
heavy-handed rule by a Kremlin-appointed leader. The violence erupted hours before Russian 
President Vladimir Putin began his annual state of the nation address in Moscow. 

(AP Photo/Musa Sadulayev) 

dent, Bashar Assad. the recanstructian at the tion, killed the devils, held 

Ramzan A. Kadyrov, the damaged buildings had al- a meeting, gathered the 
Kremlin ally who runs ready begun. staff needed to restore the 


damaged building and 
made it back in time to lis¬ 
ten to the address of our 
national leader.” He was 
seen during the speech 
checking his telephone in¬ 
tently. 

Militants traveling in three 
cars infiltrated the capital 
araund 1 a.m., killing three 
traffic police officers at a 
checkpoint and then oc¬ 
cupying the 10-story House 
of Publishing at the center 
of the city, according to a 
statement by the National 
Antiterrorist Committee. 

Six of the gunmen were 
killed by security officers 
inside the building, which 
was gutted by fire that 
spread to a nearby market, 
it said. 

The rest of the attackers 
were found near the House 
of Publishing in School No. 
20, where fighting con¬ 
tinued into Thursday, the 
statement said. 

Ten palice officers and nine 
militants were killed, Rus¬ 
sian and Chechen govern¬ 
ment officials said. Another 
28 police officers were in¬ 
jured, said Andrey Chatsky, 
a spokesman for the anti¬ 
terrorist committee. 


Disagreement on woman believed to be IS chief’s wife 


BEN HUBBARD 
© 2014 New York Times 

BEIRUT - Days after Leba¬ 
nese officials claimed ta 
have arrested the wife of 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the 
head at the Islamic State 
jihadist organization, they 
continue to disagree with 
officials in Iraq who say the 
woman was never mar¬ 
ried to Baghdadi and has 


relatives in a rival extremist 
group. 

Lebanese and American 
afficials said this week that 
Lebanon had arrested the 
wife at Baghdadi and one 
of her children as they tried 
to enter Lebanon from Syr¬ 
ia more than a week ear¬ 
lier. 

Some Lebanese officials 
gave the woman’s name 


as Saja al-Dulaimi. 

On Wednesday, however, 
a spokesman far Iraq’s In¬ 
terior Ministry, Saad Maan, 
said in a statement that 
Dulaimi had never been 
married to Baghdadi but 
had a number of jihadist 
relatives. 

Her brother, Omar, had 
been sentenced to death 
in Iraq for his role in bomb 


attacks but had escaped 
tram prisan and fled ta Syr¬ 
ia, where he was arrested 
by the Syrian government 
and later released in a 
prisaner swap invalving a 
graup of Syrian nuns, Maan 
said. 

Dulaimi’s sister, Dua, had 
been arrested by the Kurd¬ 
ish authorities in Iraq while 
trying to carry out a suicide 


attack, and her father had 
fled Iraq and joined the 
Nusra Front, al-Qaida’s Syr¬ 
ian affiliate, Maan said. 
Late on Wednesday, haw- 
ever, Lebanon’s interior 
minister, Nouhad Mach- 
nouk, told a local television 
station that Dulaimi had 
been married to Baghdadi 
six years ago, but only for 
three months. 
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Emirates police make arrest 
in American stabbing death 

FAY ABUELGASIM 
ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Police in 
the United Arab Emirates have arrested a woman 
they soy is behind the stabbing death of an Ameri¬ 
can teacher and a separate plot to bomb another 
American's house, a top official said Thursday as au¬ 
thorities moved swiftly to calm fears of instability in 
the normally peaceful Gulf nation. 

Interior Minister Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who is also 
deputy prime minister, said the attacker targeted 
her victims based on their nationality alone in an at¬ 
tempt to create chaos and terrorize the country. He 
called the stabbing of the woman, who previously 
lived in Colorado, a crime that is “alien to our secure 
country.” 

“The victim of this brutal crime was a schoolteacher 
who was committed to building strong future gen¬ 
erations,” he told reporters. 

Word of the gruesome killing, which left a trail of 
blood in a public restroom at an Abu Dhabi mall, has 
rattled the Emirates, a Western-allied, seven-state 
Gulf federation that includes the glitzy commercial 
hub of Dubai. 

Vialent crime and terrorist attacks are rare in the oil- 
rich country, which is home to a large foreign-born 
population that far outnumbers Emirati citizens. 
Police say the teacher was stabbed to death by a 
butcher’s knife-wielding attacker shrouded in the full 
black veil commonly worn by women throughout the 
Gulf Arab region. Emirati authorities identified the vic¬ 
tim by the initials I.R. and said she was 47 years old. 
The company that placed the victim in the Abu Dha¬ 
bi teaching job, Vancouver, British Columbia-based 
Footprints Recruiting, gave her name as Ibolya Ryan. 
Managing Directar Ben Glickman tald The Assaci- 
ated Press she started teaching in the ccuntry last 
August ar September and haped to continue work¬ 
ing in there. 

“She was really a kind and enthusiastic person, and 
she was really enjaying her time over there,” Glick¬ 
man said. 

Ryan taught in Colorado before moving to the Emir¬ 
ates, according to Glickman. She worked at Palmer 
Elementary School in Denver from 1997 to 2003, Den¬ 
ver Public Schools spokesman Doug Schepman said 
Thursday. Colorado records show Ryan had a license 
to teach in Cclorado that was issued in December 
2012 and that she was trained to work with special 
education students with moderate needs. 

On a Faotprints Recruiting webpage, Ryan describes 
herself as a Hungarian ariginally born and raised in 
neighbaring Romania wha trained as a teacher in 
the U.S. and Europe. She urged those considering 
teaching abroad to “be positive, open minded, flex¬ 
ible and take every challenge as a learning experi¬ 
ence. “□ 



Russian President Viadimir Putin gives his annual state ot the nation address at the Kremlin in Mos¬ 
cow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014. Russian President Vladimir Putin has defended the Kremlin's 
aggressive foreign policy, saying the actions are necessary for his country's survival. 

(AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin) 


Putin speech offers few reforms 


LAURA MILLS 
N. VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
will defend its geopolitical 
interests. President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin warned Thursday 
as he promised economic 
reforms to pull his country 
back from the brink of re¬ 
cession. But Putin's patriotic 
bluster and vague prom¬ 
ises did little to assuage real 
fears that Western sanc¬ 
tions, plummeting oil prices 
and a collapsing ruble are 
crippling Russia's ecanomy. 
In his annual state-of-the- 
nation address at the 
Grand Kremlin Palace, Pu¬ 
tin announced measures to 
spur the country's flagging 
economy, which is set to 
enter recession in 2015 for 
the first time in six years. 
“The quality and size of the 
Russian economy must cor¬ 
respond to our geopolitical 
and histarical role,” Putin 
said. “We must get aut of 
this zero-growth trap and in 
the next three ar faur years 
raise our growth to above- 
average global levels.” 


Putin proposed a three- 
year freeze on tax inspec¬ 
tions for companies as well 
as a tax amnesty for mon¬ 
ey brought back to Russia 
from abroad. But in a dis- 
appaintment to investors, 
he offered no broader plan 
far pulling Russia out of its 
economic downturn. 

“His freedom of maneuver 
is limited now and many 
important economic fac¬ 
tors no longer depend on 
him: the ruble rate, the 
price of oil, inflation,” said 
Moscow-based analyst 
Maria Lipman. “Na matter 
what Putin says, whether 
he saunds canciliatory and 
reassuring or bellicose and 
threatening, this would not 
affect those basic factors.” 
Putin spent much of his 
speech blaming his coun¬ 
try's economic woes on the 
West, which he accused of 
wanting to dismember Rus¬ 
sia like Yugoslavia, which 
brake up amid wars in the 
1990s. 

Putin said the United States 
and Europe would have im¬ 
posed sanctions and found 


other pretexts for holding 
Russia back even if tensions 
had not erupted in Ukraine 
this year. 

“The politics of contain¬ 
ment were not invented 
yesterday. ... The mare we 
retreat and justify aurselves, 
the more brazen aur ap- 
ponents became and the 
more cynically and aggres¬ 
sively they behave,” Putin 
said, adding that “no one 
will succeed in defeating 
Russia militarily.” 

He blamed the volatil¬ 
ity of the ruble, which has 
lost about 40 percent of its 
value against the dallar this 
year, on speculators, and 
praised the Russian central 
bank’s decisian ta allow 
the currency to float freely. 
The ruble fell further as he 
spoke. 

He skimmed over more 
concrete issues affecting 
Russian consumers, such as 
the rapid rise in prices and 
an expected decline in liv¬ 
ing standards, instead por¬ 
traying the difficulties as a 
necessary part af Russia’s 
patriatic struggle.^ 
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This photo shows Royal Caribbean cruise line’s new Quantum of the Seas ship. The ship is the first at sea to offer attractions like 
bumper cars, simulated skydiving and an observation capsule called The North Star, with a bird’s eye view 300 feet (91 meters) 
above the water. (AP Photo/Royal Caribbean) 


Puerto Rico greets one of world’s largest cruises 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico Thursday welcomed 
(AP) — Puerto Rico on one of the world's larg- 
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est cruise ships, a vessel 
that con carry more than 
6,000 people. 

Royal Caribbean’s Quan¬ 
tum of the Seas arrived at 
o pier in historic Old Son 
Juan that underwent an 
$8.2 million renovation to 
accommodate ships of 
that size. 

The ship is expected to 
visit Puerto Rico nine times 
through April, generating 
an estimated nearly $5 
million in revenue overall. 
Gov. Alejandro Garcia 
Padilla soys. 

Traffic was snarled in Old 
San Juan as Puerto Ricans 


drove by to gowk at the 
ship while thousands of 
tourists disembarked and 
crowded into nearby 
stores. 

The Port Authority has 
said that through the first 
eight months of this year, 
the number of cruise ships 
visiting Puerto Rico in¬ 
creased 41 percent over 
2013. 

Padilla said that nearly 
207,000 cruise ship pas¬ 
sengers are expected 
to visit Puerto Rico for 
all of December, o new 
monthly record for the 
U.S. territory.□ 



Jamaican man 
convicted over 
a lottery scam 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — 

A Jamaican phone techni¬ 
cian has been convicted 
of participating in one of 
the lottery scams that have 
swindled mostly elderly 
Americans out of their sav¬ 
ings for years. In o Thursday 
statement, police said Kurt 
Taylor was convicted in a 
St. Elizabeth parish court. 
Officers who searched the 
32-year-old man’s residence 
last year found scamming 
paraphernalia, including lists 
with personal information of 
victims. Taylor is due to be 
sentenced on Friday. Last 
year, lawmakers passed leg¬ 
islation that has resulted in a 
growing number of convic¬ 
tions by targeting advanced 
fee fraud, identity theft and 
dishonest use of technology. 
Jamaican scammers mostly 
use disposable cellphones 
to entice victims to transfer 
money to claim winnings 
from a bogus lottery. Those 
who fall for the trick get con¬ 
tinually harassed for more 
money. □ 


Puerto Rican 
soldier accused 
of smuggling 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — FBI agents on Thurs¬ 
day arrested a Puerto Ri¬ 
can U.S. Army reservist ac¬ 
cused of smuggling more 
than $113,000 in cash from 
Afghanistan and stealing 
military equipment. Staff Sgt. 
Luis Ramon Casellas also 
was indicted on charges 
that also include wrongfully 
obtaining nearly $97,000 
in federal overseas hous¬ 
ing payments when officials 
said he had not been pay¬ 
ing rent in Puerto Rico. Au¬ 
thorities said Casellas was 
deployed to Kandahar Air¬ 
field in Afghanistan in April 
2013. He was the leader of 
a three-mon team ordered 
to help break down small 
U.S. bases ahead of troop 
withdrawals, a job that of¬ 
ficials said included collect¬ 
ing government property for 
future use and selling the re¬ 
mainder for scrap to Afghan 
contractors. Casellas is ac¬ 
cused of taking some $6,300 
worth of equipment, includ¬ 
ing laptops and radios, and 
sending it to Puerto Rico. □ 





















At De Suikerfuin; 

Loretti Design Art & Jewelry Hosts Successful Exhibition 


ORANJESTAD - Local artist 
Deborah de Weerd, Loretti 
Design & Art, showed off 
her creations at a well-at¬ 
tended event at De Suiker- 
tuin, on Wilhelminastraat. 
Deborah had her unique 
jewelry on display as well as 
her paintings, titled Land¬ 
scapes of Imagination, 
decorative and colorful 
enlarged photographes 
printed on glass plates. 
Deborah who also (to¬ 
gether with her husband 
Henk) owns and manages 






Paradera Park Apartments, 
created a beautiful jewelry 
line that was officially certi¬ 
fied Made in Aruba Artesa- 
nia, just recently. Her Jewel¬ 
ry may be found on Face- 
book under Loretti Design, 
combining glass, fabric and 
leather. It is already worn 
by Dutch queen Maxima, 
who was given a piece by 
the artist, on the queen’s 
recent visit here. The Loretti 
Royal Collection, naturally 
named in honor of the roy¬ 
al fashinista, offers sculpted 
Murano glass threaded 
on leather strands or fab¬ 
ric ropes, finished with sil¬ 
ver hook clasps, in most 


picture-photographs she 
calls Landscapes of Imagi¬ 
nation. Loretti developed 
gradually, Debby explains, 
when she was introduced 
to glass, as well as different 
and unusual other materials 
as a student at the Acade¬ 
my of the Arts in Maastricht, 
Netherlands. 

Pictured here snapshots 
from the successful event 
at De Suikertuin, on Wil¬ 
helminastraat, with fans 
and friends on hand to 
congratulate Deborah on 
the introduction of her 2015 
collection. □ 




amazing colors. The more 
casual collection, which is 
more reasonably priced is 
named Loretti Streetwear, 
and can be worn all the 



time. Debby also makes 
miniforms which are flame- 
worked soda-lime-glass 
sculptures, and very artistic 
and digitally manipulated 
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Group Synergy wins the Cafe the Plaza quiz night series 



PALM BEACH - The final 
session of the 8-week long 
pub quiz series on Tues¬ 
days at Cafe the Plozo in 
the Renaissance Mall was 
filled with questions about 
Christmas, like: how does 
one say Merry Christmas in 


French, in which country 
people soy Blythe Yule or 
Bon Nodal. What is the title 
of George Michael and 
Whoml’s Christmas hit in 
1984 and what is the cho¬ 
rus of John Lennon’s Merry 
Christmas song. Synergy, 


the group that dominated 
all the pub quiz evenings, 
was victorious and took the 
prizes and bottles of wine 
home. 

Second place was for the 
group Chain Gong, while 
Bier Hier was third. Syner- 
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3 Course Lobster/lnternational Menu 

ff^ige in my of vor S eppitian, cbfict of Ml foptrb main dhhos £ 
mit omyj#i^ a iMkiaet^sart, 
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gy’s Remco Boersma, Jon 
Belzer, Jomol Mohowot 
Khan en Louis Bernoski re¬ 
ceived o BBQ voucher for 
MooMbo Beach os well 
os on ice cold bottle of 
champagne, which was 
opened at once to cel¬ 
ebrate the group's victory. 
Purgatory, second overall, 
received vouchers for The 
Cinemas and Chain Gang 


got bottles of wine for their 
third place overall. 

The Plozo Quiz Night series 
is on Christmas holiday dur¬ 
ing the coming weeks and 
will resume on January 6. 
Photos show the winning 
group Synergy and their 
happy faces in the com¬ 
pany of quiz master Evert 
Bongers, assistant Petra El- 
sten and stogioir Morije.G 
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Adler Family Honored at the Marriott Ocean Club 




PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
hod the great pleasure ot 
honoring o very nice cou¬ 
ple whom ore loyal and 
friendly visitors of Aruba, os 
Ambassadors of Goodwill , 
at the Marriott Ocean Club. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism 
as o token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 20-or-more consecu¬ 
tive years. The honorees 
were Mr. Lee and Mrs. Mar¬ 


sha Adler from Orlando, 
Florida. Lee and Marsha 
are loyal members of the 
Marriott Ocean Club, and 
they love Aruba for the 
weather, beaches, safety, 
and restaurants, but most 
of all they love the friendly 
Aruban people. The certifi¬ 
cate was presented by Mr. 
Ernest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Ms. Lisette Bou- 
wman and GM Mr. Erwin 
Noguero representing the 
Marriott Ocean Club. □ 
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The Casino at the Radisson hosts two exciting December Tournaments 


PALM BEACH - The Casino 
at the Radisson is invit¬ 
ing tans and triends to join 
the tun on December 12th 
& December 26th as the 
last two slot tournament 
of the year unfold. Sign up 
at 6:30pm, and start spin¬ 
ning at 8pm, for generous 
prizes, 1st place $500, 2nd 
place $300 and 3rd place 
$200, 4th to 8th place get 
$50 Free Play, all for a rea¬ 
sonable buy-in of $10 and 
a re-buy of $5. 

Patrons visiting the Casino 
at the Radisson may also 
participate in the excit¬ 
ing Spin the Jingle Wheel 
promotion, fun drawings 
every Wednesday & Thurs¬ 
day 9pm,10pm and 11pm, 
awarding them cash prizes, 
gift baskets and shopping 
sprees at Super Food and 
Kooymon Home Improve¬ 
ment Store. 

The promotion concludes 
on December 22nd, with a 
Guests' Appreciation Party 


with live entertainment, 
snacks and bottomless mi¬ 
mosa. 

While at the casino, players 
are invited to sign up for the 
Player’s Membership Cord, 
and win points and rewards 
any time they play, with 
double points on slots Mon¬ 
days, Wednesdays and Fri¬ 
days 12noon to 4pm and 
on Saturdays & Sundays 
from 4pm to 8pm; triple 
points on slots on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10pm 
to 2am. 

Pictured here the winners 
of the last slot tournament 
which enjoyed 31 partici¬ 
pants and complete 10 
rounds of tournament fun. 
The two last tournament 
of the year are scheduled 
for the 12th and the 26th 
respectively. Visit the Ca¬ 
sino at the Radisson, where 
players win and winners 
play, open from 12noon 
till 4am and on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday from 
1 lam to 4am. 
























































Philadelphia 76ers center Drew Gordon, left, forward JaKarr Sampson (9), forward Jerami Grant (39) and guard Hollis Thompson watch from the bench in the fourth 
quarter of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, in Minneapolis. The 76ers avoided tying the record for the worst 
start to a season in NBA history, ending their 0-17 skid with an 85-77 victory over the Timberwolves on Wednesday night. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 

76ers nab Isf win of the NBA season 
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Scott may tty to persuade Bryant to play on 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Lak¬ 
ers coach Byron Scott 
wonts Kobe Bryant to keep 
playing — and he's willing 
to do whatever it takes to 
keep the star on the court. 
Throughout a miserable 
5-13 start to the season, 
Bryant has been a bright 
spot. He’s leading the NBA 
in scoring with a 25.8 aver¬ 
age in nearly 36 minutes 
per game. 

“The one thing I’ve got to 
do is look at his minutes, 
and make sure I don’t go 
overboard,” Scott said be- 
tore Wednesday’s game 
against the Washington 
Wizards. 

The 16-time All-Star played 
33 minutes in Tuesday 
night’s win at Detroit, and 
said afterward he was 
tired. Scott says Bryant can 
set his own schedule — for 
practice. 

“I don't need him in prac¬ 
tice at all, to be honest 
with you,” Scott said. “All 
he needs to know is what 
we’re doing, coverage- 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) balances on one foot os he saves the ball from go¬ 
ing out of bounds in the second half of on NBA basketball gome against the Washington Wizards, 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, in Washington. The Wizards won 111 -95. 

Associated Press 


The 36-year-old Bry¬ 
ant has ane mare 
year after this one on 
his contract. Scctt 
is hoping he’ll play 
longer than that. 
“We’ll talk about 
that,” Scott said. 
“He’s got a lot left 
in that tank. I think 
if we put samething 
together that excites 
him, we have a real 
good chance of 
saying, ‘play anoth¬ 
er year.’” 

Scott has known Bry¬ 
ant since 1996 when 
they were team¬ 
mates in the coach’s 
last year as a player 
— and Bryant’s first. 
“He's still hungry. He 
still loves the game. 
He still loves the 
competition. He still 
loves going against these 
younger guys now be¬ 
cause he was once that 
younger guy,” Scott said.Q 


wise.” 





30TH AHNIVERSARY CELEBRATION | November 24th - December 19th, 2014 
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Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 
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Salon & Spa Seiviies, Souvenirs and more. 


Baslcin Robbins | Dunkin DonuU | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
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In this Nov. 9, 2014, file photo, Baltimore Ravens defensive end 
Haloti Ngoto watches the action from the sidelines during the 
second holt of an NFL football game against the Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans in Baitimore. 

Associated Press 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Balti¬ 
more Ravens defensive 
tackle Haloti Ngoto Vv'os 
suspended without pay for 
four gomes by the NFL on 
Thursday for taking perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing sub¬ 
stances. 

Ngoto will miss the rest of 
the regular season but will 
be eligible for the playoffs, 
the league sold. 

Ngoto sold in a statement 
released by the team that 
he took Adderoll, a drug 
used to treat attention defi¬ 
cit hyperactivity disorder. 

“I mode o mistake, and I 


own this," he sold. 

The suspension costs Balti¬ 
more one of its defensive 
stars os the Ravens com¬ 
pete for o playoff berth. 
They’re 1 1/2 gomes be¬ 
hind the Cincinnati Bengols 
in the AFC North division, 
and one of six 7-5 teams 
tied for the second wild¬ 
card spot. 

“I am deeply sorry and bro¬ 
ken up over this," Ngoto 
said. “I let down my fam¬ 
ily, my teammates. Ravens 
tons and myself. My hope is 
that the Ravens moke the 
playoffs, and I believe they 


IPTL organizers bullish after initial success 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Even 
though Novak Djokovic 
and Roger Federer hove 
yet to play in the new In¬ 
ternational Premier Tennis 
League, founder Mohesh 
Bhupothi soys it has al¬ 
ready mode its presence 
felt and will be expanded 
next year. 

“We've achieved some¬ 
thing out of the box here 
that's very challenging," 
Bhupothi said on Thurs¬ 


day, o week otter the fast- 
paced, mixed-team format 
made its debut in Manila. 

It features post and pres¬ 
ent players such os Andre 
Agassi, Serena Williams, 
Maria Sharapova and Ana 
Ivanovic in four teams in 
four countries in Asia and 
the Middle East. 

“We’re definitely going to 
add two cities next year," 
Bhupothi, the retired dou¬ 
bles specialist, said. 


Ravens’ Haloti Ngoto draws 
4-game drug ban by NFL 


can do this. And then I can 
come back and help us 
win.” Ngoto has two sacks, 
two interceptions and two 
forced fumbles in 12 gomes 
this season. 

Under its agreement with 
the union, the NFL doesn’t 
identify the substance 
when a player is punished. 


Adderoll has frequently 
been blamed by suspend¬ 
ed players in recent years, 
but the league cannot 
confirm or deny whether 
that was the basis for the 
positive test. Still, the NFL 
have been concerned 
about an increase in Ad- 
derall use. 


The league’s drug tests 
don’t differentiate be¬ 
tween Adderoll and other 
amphetamines, which can 
help with concentration 
and stamina. Players diag¬ 
nosed with ADHD can ap¬ 
ply for a therapeutic use 
exemption that permits 
them to take Adderoll. 









"With mrar $3000 In cash 


LncilPd Jt Uh flnnan iJiAi Ptavrl B- UO. $rntti WM. 


Spill ^ Win Rot Still' 

Win up to $300 cash spinning the wheel 

Pl^ id ur mtHhlMi aad a thoiu ho ^ tEn Flnl iptn ah 

Holiday Caih Maiija 2X Points 4^lpiH 

cosh prizes 




Frs« ilngo N(giht 

Issuing bJnga wik Fmi -Bpin. 


BihigD staH 01 IjI 

Yhy l$pfrinii onym nMVTfhfr'i ord Id Ptnin d bingo nrd 

HalMiiv Night 

Al ladin poni^pah for S3W. For oadi 14 pohUs Mmod cm um ikiy 
rBcbefn a tbdtar lo cntif itw diowng for ffl I D|mi 

Slot TournsiiHeiit 

cash prizes 

iD^tKUwm e 4 SpAi - bghlnitfam m 
Msct oHifdiuiQdc 2$ ppMs doting 1b bo ht efigAlo 


_ Santa'o Crazy Cuth 

»800 in cash prizes 

For tmy !Spojnh mhwI thitlnglfu redwn 
yow rkkotfw Soma's OnEyCmh FinI dumifig 

fflbh Mniitai CohtptI 

$800 in cash prizes 

4X Fun PUnth 






















FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER 2014 


aSPORTS 


m 






and ChitioM? kc^laurajil 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located! in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard. 77r [ex-Westin Hotelf Tel: 586-3388. 


NBA Capsules 

76ers snap 0-17 start with 85-77 win over Woives 


The Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 

Philadelphia 76ers avoided 
tying the record for the 
worst start to o season in 
NBA history, ending their 
0-17 skid with an 85-77 vic¬ 
tory over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves on Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Michael Carter-Williams 
hod 20 points, nine re¬ 
bounds and nine assists 
and Robert Covington 
added 17 points to keep 
Philadelphia from tying the 
0-18 start by the New Jer¬ 
sey Nets in 2009-10. 

The Sixers shot just 39 per¬ 
cent against the worst de¬ 
fense in the league and 
turned the ball over 19 
times. They scored only 
nine points in the second 
quarter, but in the end 
there were smiles and hugs 
for the first time this season. 
Gorgui Dieng hod 15 points 
and 16 rebounds for the 
Timberwolves. But Minne¬ 
sota shot just 35.7 percent 
and turned the ball over 
19 times to lose for the 11 th 
time in 13 games. 

CELTICS 109, PISTONS 102, 
OT 

BOSTON (AP) — Jeff Green 
scored 32 points, includ¬ 
ing a 3-pointer as Boston 
opened overtime with 
eight straight points, and 
snapped a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

The loss was the 10th in a 
row for Detroit. Greg Mon¬ 
roe scored 15 of his 29 
points after the 3:13 mark 
of the fourth, when the 
Pistons erased an 11-point 
deficit. But Detroit never 
recovered after giving up 
the first three baskets — in¬ 
cluding a pair of 3-pointers 
— to start the extra period. 
Andre Drummond had 27 
points, 14 rebounds, four 
steals and five blocked 
shots, including Green’s 
potential game-winner at 
the end of regulation, for 


Detroit. Brandon Jennings 
had 12 assists and one 
point on 0-for-l 1 shooting. 
Kelly Olynyk had 20 points 
and seven rebounds for 
Boston, which had lost six in 
a row at home. 

NETS 95, SPURS 93, OT 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mirza 
Teletovic had a season- 
high 26 points and a career- 
best 15 rebounds starting 
in place of Kevin Garnett, 
and Brooklyn snapped San 
Antonio's eight-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

The Nets regrouped in 
overtime after blowing a 
14-point lead in the final 5 
minutes of regulation and 
beat a team with a win¬ 
ning record for the first time 
this season. 

Danny Green had 20 
points, 10 rebounds and 
the tying 3-pointer with 2.4 
seconds left in regulation 
for San Antonio. The Spurs 
endured poor shooting 
nights from their starting 
frontcourt and fell to 2-1 
on a road trip that ends 
Friday at Memphis, which 
entered play Wednesday 
tied for the best record in 
the league. 

HAWKS 112, HEAT 102 
MIAMI (AP) — Jeff Teague 
scored 27 points, Kyle Kor- 
ver scored 18 and Atlanta 
handed Miami another 
home loss. 

Dennis Schroder scored 16 
and Paul Millsap finished 
with 14 for the Hawks, who 
beat the Heat for the sec¬ 
ond time in two meetings 
this season. An 18-5 run to 
end the third quarter was 
the deciding blow for At¬ 
lanta, which led by 10 in 
the first quarter, 14 in the 
second and pushed the 
margin to 88-72 going into 
the final 12 minufes. 

The Hawks have now won 
four straighf and six of sev¬ 
en. 

Dwyane Wade scored 28 
points and Chris Bosh fin¬ 


ished with 27 points and 
11 rebounds for Miami, 
which has lost six of its last 
eight home games. Mario 
Chalmers finished with 19 
points and 11 assists for fhe 
Heaf. 

CLIPPERS 114, MAGIC 86 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Blake 
Griffin scored 21 points and 
J.J. Redick had 20 before 
both sat out the fourth 


quarter, and the Clippers 
won their sixth straight. 
Chris Paul had 19 points 
and 10 assists for the Clip¬ 
pers, who have won their 
last four by an average 
margin of 21.6 points. De- 
Andre Jordan finished with 
16 rebounds and blocked 
three shots. The two-time 
defending Pacific Division 
champions, who finished 
wifh a tofal of 32 assisfs, are 
84-14 when they get 30 or 


more since Paul joined the 
club. 

Tobias Harris scored 16 
points for the Magic, who 
had only four offensive re¬ 
bounds and no second- 
chance poinfs fhrough fhe 
first three quarters. They lost 
for the sixth time in seven 
games and committed 17 
turnovers that the Clippers 
converted into 19 points. 


MAVERICKS 107, BUCKS 105 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mon- 
ta Ellis hit a wild, fallaway 
jumper at the buzzer, lifting 
Dallas past Milwaukee. 

A night after Ellis starred in 
a double-overtime win at 
Chicago, he scored 23. He 
had eight in the final two 
minutes on what otherwise 
had been a bad shooting 
night for the Mavericks’ 
top scorer, playing against 
his former team. 


The Mavericks won their 
fifth in a row while resting 
Dirk Nowitzki because of 
a sore back. Coach Rick 
Carlisle called if a “precau- 
fionary” move. 

Brandon Knight scored 25 
points and Khris Middleton 
added 21 for the Bucks in 
their third straight loss. 

BULLS 102, HORNETS 95 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Pau Gasol had 19 points 
and 15 rebounds, Joakim 
Noah and Nikola Mirotic 
each posted double-dou¬ 
bles, and Chicago handed 
Charlotte its 10th straight 
loss. 

Noah had 14 points and 
10 rebounds, and Mirot¬ 
ic added 11 points and 
12 rebounds as the Bulls 
bounced back from a 
double- overtime loss to 
Dallas on Tuesday night. 
Kirk Hinrich, who had the 
costly foul on a 3-poinf shof 
in the loss to the Maver¬ 
icks, came up with two big 
3-pointers in the final fhree 
minufes fo help the Bulls im¬ 
prove to 10-3 on the road. 
It is the fifth straight game 
the Bulls have scored at 
least 100 points. 

Kemba Walker had 23 
points, and Lance Ste¬ 
phenson had a season- 
high 20 points to lead the 
Hornets, who have lost 12 
of 13. 

RAPTORS 123, JAZZ 104 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Kyle 
Lowry scored a season- 
high 39 points on 13-of-22 
shooting as Toronto sent 
Utah to its seventh straight 
loss. 

Greivis Vasquez and Lou 
Williams each had 17 for 
fhe Rapfors. 

Derrick Favors and Enes 
Kanter scored 19 poinfs 
apiece for Utah. Gordon 
Hayward added 16 points 
and Trey Burke had 15 and 
eight assists for the Jazz, 
who trailed through the fi¬ 
nal three quarters.^ 



Los Angeles Clippers’ Blake Griffin, right, is fouled by Orlando 
Magic’s Kyle O’Quinn during the first half of an NBA basketball 
game Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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Tiger Woods stumbles 
to a 77 in his return 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
WINDERMERE, Fla. (AP) 

— Tiger Woods took on 
any shot without pain or 
worry Thursday, a feeling 
he hasn’t had on the golf 
course in a long time. 

As for his short game? 

He hadn’t seen anything 
like it in longer than he 
can remember, and it was 
shocking. 

Woods flubbed four chips. 
He took two shots to get 
out of a bunker on the par- 
5 seventh hole. He didn’t 
have a birdie putt inside 20 
feet until the 11 th hole. And 
on the four birdie chances 
he had inside lO feet on 
the back nine, he made 
only one of them. And that 
was a tap-in. 

In his first competition in 
nearly four months. Woods 
wound up with a 5-over 
77 at Isleworth, his home 
course for his first 16 years 
as a pro. That put him in last 
place in the 18-man field, 
11 shots behind Jordan 
Spieth, who is coming off a 
runaway victory last week 
in the Australian Open. 
“One of those days where 
nothing went my way,” 
Woods said. 

The score was not nearly 
as significant as his health 
in what has been a lost 
year for Woods because 
of back problems. He had 
surgery a week before the 


Masters that kept him out 
for three months. He had 
not played since Aug. 9 
at the PGA Championship 
because of lingering back 
issues, and the need to 
build up his muscle struc¬ 
ture. 

Woods missed the cut at 
Congressional in June in 
his first tournament after 
back surgery. This time, he 
is coming back from in¬ 
jury and he is working with 
a new coach. In that re¬ 
spect, the score was not a 
surprise. 

It was the 10th time in 12 
rounds that he failed to 
break par since his first re¬ 
turn in June. 

Even so, some of the shots 
were shocking, especially 
around the green. 

On the par-5 17th, he hit his 
second shot just left of the 
green, pin-high in a deep 
collection area. Woods no 
sooner hit his chip that he 
angrily swung back-hand¬ 
ed toward his divot, know¬ 
ing what was coming next. 
The ball didn’t come close 
to reaching the green, and 
Woods turned his back as 
the ball rolled back toward 
his feet. 

He compensated on the 
next shot and sent it well 
past the hole, and he had 
to make a 10-footer just to 
escape with par. 

The other two holes where 
he muffed chips cost him a 


double bogey at No. 8 and 
a bogey at the par-5 13th. 
Two shots out of the bunker 
on the par-5 seventh led to 
bogey. 

“It is surprising that I could 
hit chips that poorly,” he 
said. 

The 77 was his second- 
highest score of the year. 
He had a 79 on the South 
Course at Torrey Pines in 
January. What kept the 
day from being a total 
loss is that Woods reported 
feeling “zero pain.” 

“I haven’t said that in a 
long time,” Woods said. 
“It’s very exciting to step up 
there and hit the drives I hit 
— especially on the back 
nine — and start launching 
it and feel nothing.” 

The opening drive set the 
tone for the day — and his 
return. 

Woods was about to hit 
his first shot in nearly four 
months when he heard 
a loud click of a camera 
and backed off. Then, he 
tugged his 3-wood through 
the fairway, beyond an 
iron fence into someone’s 
backyard and presumably 
into a swimming pool. He 
had to hit another from the 
tee and did well to escape 
with a bogey. 

Rust would seem to be an 
issue, but it certainly wasn’t 
the case for Steve Strieker. 
He hasn’t played since the 
PGA Championship, either. 


Tim Howard wins 
piayer of year award 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— Everton goalkeeper 
Tim Howard has won 
the U.S. player of the 
year award. 

It is the first time How¬ 
ard has won the honor 
given to a U.S. team 
member by Futbol de 
Primera. 

A nationwide panel of 
journalists gave How¬ 
ard a total of 363 points 
to beat MLS players 
Jermaine Jones, who 
had 160 points, and 
Clint Dempsey, 147. 
Howard, 35, gave 


some spectacular 
performances at the 
World Cup, including 
16 saves in the 2-1 loss 
in extra time to Belgium 
in Brazil. 

He has made 104 ap¬ 
pearances for the na¬ 
tional team. This was 
the sixth time he was a 
finalist for the honor. 
Howard has stepped 
away from playing for 
the national team for 
this season to focus on 
Everton, his English Pre¬ 
mier League club since 

2006.a 
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In this June 26, 2014, file 
photo. United States’ 
goalkeeper Tim Howard gives 
a thumbs up to supporters 
after qualifying for the next 
round of the World Cup 
soccer tournament following 
their 1 -0 loss to Germany at 
the Arena Pernambuco In 
Recife, Brazil. 

Associated Press 



Tiger Woods tees off on fhe fourfh hole during the first round of 
the Hero World Challenge golf fournament on Thursday, Dec. 4, 
2014, in Windermere, Fla. Associafed Press 


yet Strieker made five bird¬ 
ies in a bogey-free round 
of 67 and was one shot 
behind Spieth, along with 
Dubai World Tour Champi¬ 
onship winner Henrik Sten- 
son, Zoch Johnson and 
Rickie Fowler. 

Woods played with Jason 
Day, who last competed 
at the Tour Championship 
three months ago. Day shot 
a 71. FedEx Cup champion 
Billy Horschel and Patrick 


Reed, both at 73, were 
the only other players over 
par on a warm, breezy af¬ 
ternoon. Spieth won by six 
shots in Australia last week 
for his second career title. 
The 21-year-old flew home 
to Dallas, then came out 
to Florida the next day. 
He was feeling sluggish on 
Wednesday, but there was 
no sign of jet lag on Thurs¬ 
day. And there is nothing 
wrong with his game.Q 
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NHL Capsules 

Blackhawks beat Blues to close on Central lead 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kris Ver- 
steeg scored 59 seconds 
into the third period, Pat¬ 
rick Kane added two more 
goals, and the Chicago 
Blackhawks beat the St. 
Louis Blues 4-1 on Wednes¬ 
day night for their fourth 
consecutive victory. 
Marcus Kruger also scored 
for Chicago, and Antti 
Raanta had 40 saves in 
his first start since Corey 
Crawford was sidelined by 
a left foot injury. Versteeg 
also had the primary assist 
on each of Kane’s goals. 
Back at home after a 5-1 
road trip, Chicago killed 
off each of St. Louis’ six 
power plays and won for 
the seventh time in eight 
games. 

Ian Cole scored in the sec¬ 
ond for the Blues, who had 
won four of five. Jake Allen 
made 29 saves. Martin Bro- 
deur was the backup to 
Allen in St. Louis’ first game 
since the NHL’s winningest 
goalie signed a one-year 
contract on Tuesday. 

WILD 2, CANADIENS 1 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 
Jason Zucker and Jason 
Pominville scored improb¬ 
able goals to lift Minne¬ 
sota over Montreal. Darcy 
Kuemper stopped 18 shots 


OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 

Former Senators captain 
Daniel Alfredsson has offi¬ 
cially retired. 

The 41-year-old Swedish 
forward made the an¬ 
nouncement at Ottawa’s 
Canadian Tire Centre, the 
rink he called home for 
most of his 18 seasons in 
the NHL. 

The Senators have signed 
their longtime captain to a 
ceremonial one-day con¬ 
tract that will allow him to 
lace up his skates in his old 
stall and take part in pre¬ 
game warm-ups with his 
old team. 

“Being out there with the 
boys again, is going to be 
a special feeling,” Alfreds¬ 
son said. “I’m going to try 
to not fall down.” 
Alfredsson wore his No. 


after allowing four goals in 
each of his last two starts. 
Minnesota has won seven 
of 10. 

Alex Galchenyuk scored in 
the final minute after Mon¬ 


treal pulled goalie Carey 
Price, who made 33 saves. 
The Canadiens are 1-3-1 in 
their past five games. 
Playing with heavy hearts 
one day after the death 
of Hall of Famer Jean Be- 
liveau, the Canadiens 


11 jersey at a news con¬ 
ference on Thursday. The 
Senators’ captain from 
1999 to 2013, Alfredsson 
left last year to sign with 
the Detroit Red Wings. 

He is remembered fondly 
for the goal he scored 
against the Buffalo Sa¬ 
bres to send the Senators 
to the Stanley Cup final in 
2007, the love test at the 
2012 All-Star game, and 
for winning a gold medal 
with Sweden at the 2006 
Olympics. 

It began with the deci¬ 
sion to leave Goteborg, 
Sweden, at 22 to play for 
the Senators, who drafted 
him in the sixth round in 
1994. Alfredsson was glad 
he and Bibbi, his girlfriend 
at the time, “made the 
leap.” 


dedicated the game to 
the longtime captain who 
won 10 Stanley Cup titles 
as a player and seven 
more as an executive. All 
Montreal players wore No. 


4 on their helmets. 

Other than getting the first 
six shots of the third period, 
the Canadiens provided 
little offense against a 
team missing its top defen¬ 
seman, Ryan Suter. 

Suter sat out due to illness. 


“One evening nearly 20 
years ago a young man 
in a small town in Swe¬ 
den got a phone call that 
would change his life,” Al¬ 
fredsson said. “We began 
an incredible new chap¬ 
ter of our lives in your town 
starting in August 1995. 
Our marvelous boys were 
born here, and we grew 
from youngsters into aging 
parents. You made your 
town our town.” 

Ottawa was Alfredsson’s 
town in his Colder Trophy 
season in 1995-96, and 
through 15 playoff ap¬ 
pearances. One of his fa¬ 
vorite memories was see¬ 
ing thousands of people 
lined up along the street 
to celebrate the trip to the 
Cup final. 

“I never believed that my 


marking the first time the 
NHL leader in ice time has 
missed a game since join¬ 
ing the Wild on July 4, 2012. 
He had played in 153 con¬ 
secutive regular-season 


games and 18 more in the 
postseason. 

DUCKS 5, FLYERS 4, SO 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Jakob Silfverberg and 
Corey Perry scored in the 
shootout, and Anaheim 
rebounded from Wayne 



Former Ottawa Senators 
captain Daniel Alfredsson 
looks on during an NHL 
hockey a news conference 
announcing his retirement, 
Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014 in 
Ottawa. Associated Press 

career entitled me to any 
special treatment,” Al¬ 
fredsson said. “However, 
Bibbi and I both agreed 
this was the right thing to 
do and it would give us a 
chance to say thank you 
to the people and the 
fans of Ottawa.”□ 


Simmonds’ late tying goal 
for a victory over spiraling 
Philadelphia. 

Simmonds scored his sec¬ 
ond goal with 2.6 seconds 
left in regulation for the 
Flyers, who lost their ninth 
consecutive road game. 
Frederik Andersen made 
31 saves for Anaheim, 
stopping Claude Giroux to 
end the shootout. 

Patrick Maroon scored 
in the third period for the 
Ducks, who pulled even 
with Tampa Bay atop 
the overall NHL standings 
with their fifth win in seven 
games. 

Sami Vatanen, Cam Fowl¬ 
er and Ryan Getzlaf also 
scored for Anaheim, which 
came back from a two- 
goal deficit while the clubs 
combined for six goals in 
an entertaining second 
period. 

Michael RaffI and R.J. Um- 
berger also scored in the 
second period for Phila¬ 
delphia. Steve Mason 
stopped 29 shots in the 
Flyers’ sixth straight defeat 
overall — and their second 
straight heartbreaker fol¬ 
lowing a last-minute loss in 
San Jose on Tuesday night. 
JETS 3, OILERS 2, OT 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba 
(AP) — Mathieu Perreault 
scored 17 seconds into 
overtime, and Winnipeg 
sent Edmonton to its 11th 
straight loss. 

Perrault tipped Jacob 
Trouba’s point shot past 
goalie Ben Scrivens to win 
it. Trouba and Dustin Byfug- 
lien also scored for the 
Jets. Teddy Purcell Perron 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
had goals for the Oilers (6- 
15-5), who haven’t beaten 
a Western Conference op¬ 
ponent this season. 
Edmonton’s longest win¬ 
less streak is 14 games from 
Oct. 11-Nov. 7, 1993. 
Ondrej Pavelec made 24 
saves in the win. Scrivens 
stopped 21 shots. 

Perron had given Edmon¬ 
ton a 2-1 lead at 1:31 of 
the third period when he 
capitalized on a Winnipeg 
turnover. Byfuglien tied 
it with 3:06 left in regula¬ 
tion when he redirected 
in Mark Stuart’s point shot. 
He also assisted on Trou¬ 
ba’s goal.Q 


Former Senators captain 
Alfredsson retires 



St. Louis Blues goalie Jake Allen (34) makes a save on Chicago Blackhawks right wing Kris 
Versteeg (23) as Barret Jackman (5), Alex Pietrangelo (27), David Backes (42) and Jonathan 
Toews watch during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, in 
Chicago. Associated Press 
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Mickey and math? Disney launches education apps 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Walt Disney Co. is launch¬ 
ing a new line of learning 
tools designed to help 
parents encourage kids 
3 to 8 to learn outside of 
school. Disney Imagicad- 
emy begins with a series 
of mobile apps but will 
later expand into other 
products such as books 
and interactive toys. 
Over time, the target 
age will also grow to in¬ 
clude older kids. 

To start, Disney is launch¬ 
ing an iPad app called 
“Mickey’s Magical Math 
World” on Dec. 11, fo¬ 
cused on math-based 
activities such as count¬ 
ing, shapes, logic and 
sorting. Within the app, 
there are five add-on ac¬ 
tivities such as “Minnie’s 
Robot Count-Along” 
and “Goofy’s Silly Sort¬ 
ing.” The basic app is 
free to use, but the en¬ 
hanced activities cost 
$4.99 each or $19.99 for 
all five. Future apps, on 
subjects ranging from life 
science using characters 
from Disney’s “Frozen” 
to creative arts, will be 
similarly priced. The apps 
are ad free, keeping with 
laws that prevent target¬ 
ing online advertising at 
kids under 13. 

A companion app for 
parents lets grown-ups 
follow along with what 
their kids are doing even 
if they are using a sepa¬ 
rate mobile device. It 
also suggests a bevy of 
offline activities, such as 
creating “rocket racers” 
using toilet paper tubes, 
duct tape and balloons, 
or making a colorful 
“quilt” out of tissue paper 
to learn shapes. 

Disney’s entry into the 
learning app market 
comes at a popular time 
for educational apps, 
thanks to the proliferation 
of mobile devices and 
as more parents grow 
comfortable letting their 
kids use them, at least 
with limits in place. The 
American Association of 
Pediatrics estimates that 
children spend an av¬ 
erage of seven hours a 
day on “entertainment 


media” that includes TVs, 
computers, phones and 
other electronic devices. 
It recommends no more 
than two hours a day 
spent consuming and 
engaging with “high- 
quality content.” 

Disney Publishing World¬ 
wide, the creator of 
Imagicademy and also 


its apps will help them 
stand out from a crowd 
of more than 100,000 
learning apps aimed at 
kids. That said, there are 
other big name brands in 
the learning app space, 
including Sesame Street. 
Bob Chapek, president 
of Disney Consumer 
Product, says what the 


subjects. 

“What really makes 
(Imagicademy) differ¬ 
ent is that it’s done with 
a very compelling curric¬ 
ulum-based approach,” 
he said. “And the fact 
that it’s based on char¬ 
acters and mythologies 
that kids love.” 

Shortly after the math 


that social skills are as im¬ 
portant as the “1,2,3,4,5 
things” when it comes to 
learning. 

Kara Norman, a mother 
of two and founder of 
Empower Her that focus¬ 
es on supporting women 
and girls, said she likes 
that the apps show Min¬ 
nie Mouse building a 



This product image provided by The Wait Disney Co. shows a Disney imagicademy iPad app caiied “Mickey's Magicai Math 
Worid,” ieft, and a companion iPhone app for parents. The app, which wiii be reieased on Dec. 11, focuses on math-based 
activities such as counting, shapes, iogic and sorting. Associated Press 


the world's largest pub¬ 
lisher of children’s books, 
hopes that its content 
will meet the high-quality 
barrier that is entertain¬ 
ing as well as educa¬ 
tional. Disney is betting 
that its brand recogni¬ 
tion and the quality of 


company heard from 
parents is that it was dif¬ 
ficult to find high-quality 
apps among the thou¬ 
sands out there. And 
once parents did find an 
app they liked, “there 
was no logical progres¬ 
sion” to other levels and 


app, Chapek says Disney 
will launch a creative arts 
portfolio, then science, 
reading and social skills. 
The latter, he says, is “the 
outgrowth of our work 
with experts” who spe¬ 
cialize in early childhood 
education and believe 


robot. She also appreci¬ 
ates the parenting portal 
of the apps. 

“It's helpful, especially 
for younger parents,” she 
said. “It’s hard to man¬ 
age what your kids are 
doing but not take (the 
iPad) from them.”Q 


Barnes & Noble, 
Microsoft end 
Nook deal 



In this Dec. 11, 2012 file photo, Miguel Mercado unpacks Nook 
tablets at the Barnes & Noble distribution center in Monroe 
Township, N.J. Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Book¬ 
seller Barnes & Noble said 
Thursday it is ending its 
commercial agreement 
with Microsoft tor its Nook 
e-book reader ahead ot its 
planned Nook spinoff. 

The news came as the larg¬ 
est U.S. traditional booksell¬ 
er reported second-quar¬ 
ter net income that missed 
expectations. Shares fell 
nearly 13 percent in pre¬ 
market trading. 

Barnes & Noble, beset by 


tough competition from 
online retailers like Ama¬ 
zon and discount stores like 
Wal-Mart, said in June that 
it plans to split ott its mon¬ 
ey-losing Nook e-reader 
division as it looks to boost 
shareholder value. 

In 2012 Microsoft paid $300 
million tor a 17.6 percent 
stake in Barnes & Noble’s 
college bookstores and 
Nook business. The invest¬ 
ment helped support the 
Nook business and Barnes 


& Noble supplied Nook 
content and apps for Mi¬ 
crosoft’s Windows prod¬ 
ucts. On Thursday Barnes 
& Noble said it will buy out 
Microsoft's stake in the 
business tor $125 million. 
The company also said the 


spinoff could occur by the 
end of August 2015. 

Shares of Barnes & Noble 
fell $2.82, or 12.7 percent, 
to $19.42 in morning trad¬ 
ing. The stock had been up 
about 30 percent since the 
beginning of the year.Q 
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US unemployment aid applications fall to 297,000 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of people seek¬ 
ing U.S. unemployment 
benefits slipped below 
300,000 last week, after 
having spiked abave that 
level in the priar week for 
the first time in nearly three 
months. 


Weekly applications fell 
17,000 to a seasonally ad¬ 
justed 297,000, the Labor 
Department said Thursday. 
The four-week average, a 
less valatile measure, rase 
4,750 ta 299,000. 
Applications are a praxy 
for layoffs. As fewer people 
seek unemployment ben¬ 
efits, it suggests that em¬ 


ployers are holding onto 
more workers and poten¬ 
tially looking to bolster their 
hiring. Applications have 
been under 300,000 far 11 
of the past 12 weeks, an un¬ 
usually law level that sug¬ 
gests employers are antici¬ 
pating stronger economic 
growth. The four week 
average for jobless claims 


has plummeted 9 percent 
over the past 12 months. 
Such sharp declines in ap¬ 
plications are unlikely to 
continue, analysts said. But 
at sub-300,000 levels, they 
point to better job gains 
in the Labar Department’s 
emplayment repart, said 
Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 


Macroeconomics. 

“The trend probably has 
now flattened off, but at 
an extraordinarily low level, 
consistent with very strong 
payroll numbers," Shep¬ 
herdson said. 

The decline in applicaticn 
for unemployment benefits 
has been matched by a 
surge in hiring.Q 


Wall Street slips on ECB stimulus speculation 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) —The stack 
market posted slight losses 
Thursday after European 
Central Bank officials de¬ 
cided to delay any stimulus 
for the struggling continent 
until next year. Investors 
also braced for the release 
of Friday’s closely watched 
U.S. jobs report. 

Stocks had been salidly 
lower much of the day, but 
did recaver same of their 
losses after news outlets re¬ 
ported that the European 
Central Bank would con¬ 
sider a large stimulus pack¬ 
age for next month. 

Earlier comments from ECB 
President Mario Draghi 
were initially interpreted to 
mean the bank wouldn’t 
act until next year, but by 
late Thursday cansensus 
was building that stimulus 
was imminent. 

“The ECB and Draghi basi¬ 
cally said, ‘we dan’t know 
what we are doing yet, but 
when we do it next month, 
it’s going to be big,”’ said 
Ian Winer, head of equity 
trading at Wedbush Securi¬ 
ties. 


The Daw Jones industrial 
average fell 12.52 points, or 
0.1 percent, to 17,900.10. It 
was dawn nearly 100 paints 


5.04 paints, ar 0.1 percent, 
to 4,769.44. 

Energy stocks were among 
the hardest hit. The S&P 


a barrel an the New York 
Mercantile Exchange on 
news that Saudi Arabia 
reduced its January prices 



Specialist Jason Hardzewicz works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Thursday, Dec. 

4, 2014. The stock market posted slight losses Thursday after European Central Bank officials 
decided to delay any stimulus for the struggling continent until next year. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


earlier in the day. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 2.41 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 2,071.92 and 
the Nasdaq composite fell 


500’s energy sector lost 
nearly 1 percent as the 
price of oil sank yet again. 
Benchmark U.S. crude fell 
57 cents to close at $66.81 


to U.S. and Asian custom¬ 
ers. Brent crude, a bench¬ 
mark for international oils 
used by many U.S. refiner¬ 
ies, fell 28 cents to close at 


$69.64 an the ICE Futures 
exchange in Landan. 
Bloamberg News repart¬ 
ed that ECB officials are 
cansidering a large bond¬ 
purchasing pragram that 
will include European gov¬ 
ernment debt, citing un¬ 
named central bank fig¬ 
ures. The report followed 
the ECB’s decision Thurs¬ 
day to keep its main inter¬ 
est rate unchanged at a 
recard low of 0.05 percent. 
Draghi hinted at a news 
canference that the bank 
cauld act early next year. 
He said the ECB will reas¬ 
sess the success of its exist¬ 
ing stimulus programs and 
the impact of low oil prices 
on Europe’s economy. If 
needed, the ECB could do 
more, he said. 

Draghi’s comments and 
the Blaomberg News re¬ 
port indicate that the ECB 
is getting ready to make its 
own large-scale purchases 
of government bonds. The 
policy, known as quantita¬ 
tive easing, or “QE,” has 
been used by the U.S. Fed¬ 
eral Reserve, the Bank of 
England and the Bank of 
Japan.Q 


Sears’ 3Q loss widens as it strives for a turnaround 


RACHEL ABRAMS 
© 2014 New York Times 

For the past year. Sears 
Holdings, the former retail 
powerhouse, has moved 
to carve off assets in a bid 
ta raise cash. 

But some question wheth¬ 
er those efforts will work 
quickly enough. 

The retailer fueled that 
speculation Thursday, 
when the company re¬ 
ported that its third-quarter 
loss had widened from the 
same period a year ago. 
The company also dis¬ 
closed that it planned ta 


close 235 stores this year. 

To help shore up its bal¬ 
ance sheet. Sears has sold 
assets like the Lands’ End 
clothing business and a 
stake in its Canadian ap- 
eratian. But it has gotten 
deeper into debt at the 
same time. 

On Thursday, Sears dis¬ 
closed that its short-term 
debt increased to $2.1 
billion in the third quar¬ 
ter, which ended Nov. 1, 
up from $1.8 billion for the 
same periad last year. 
Same of that money has 
come from Sears’ own 


chief executive and larg¬ 
est shareholder, the hedge 
fund manager Edward S. 
Lampert. Lampert has lent 
Sears $400 million, using 25 
Sears stores as callateral. 
The company has cash an 
its baaks totaling $326 mil¬ 
lion, down from $384 million 
at this time last year. 

Last month. Sears an¬ 
nounced that it was con¬ 
sidering the unusual step of 
selling 200 and 300 stores 
to a new real estate invest¬ 
ment trust, or REIT. Sears, 
which also owns the bud¬ 
get Kmart chain, has a 


total of more than 1,800 
stores, about 700 of which 
are owned. 

“The problem for SHLD 
equity is that this REIT is ef¬ 
fectively the end game,” 
Greg Melich, an analyst 
with Evercore, wrote in a 
note in November, refer¬ 
ring to Sears by its stock 
ticker symbol. 

If Sears goes through with 
the sale, its equity as a re¬ 
tailer would be close to 
zero, Melich said. 

“Battom line: With the cla- 
sure or planned clasure at 
235 stores, operating results 


are declining at a slower 
rate, but SHLD is far from 
being on a path of recov¬ 
ery,” he wrote. 

In a prerecorded call to 
discuss the company’s 
results Thursday, Lampert 
said that Sears was canfi- 
dent that a sale “wauld re¬ 
sult in substantial liquidity to 
Sears Holdings.” 

For the third quarter. Sears 
posted a loss of $548 million 
on $7.2 billion in revenue, 
compared with $534 mil- 
lian on $8.3 billion revenue 
for the same period last 
year.G 
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Rock Bottom Economics 




PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

Six years ago the Federal Re¬ 
serve hit rock bottom. It hod 
been cutting the federal 
funds rote, the interest rote 
it uses to steer the economy, 
more or less frantically in on 
unsuccessful attempt to get 
ahead of the recession and 
financial crisis. But it eventu¬ 
ally reached the point where 
it could cut no more, because 
interest rotes can’t go below 
zero. On Dec. 16, 2008, the 
Fed set its interest target be¬ 
tween 0 and 0.25 percent, 
where it remains to this day. 
The fact that we’ve spent six 
years at the so-called zero 
lower bound is amazing and 
depressing. What’s even more 
amazing and depressing, if 
you ask me, is how slow our 
economic discourse has been 
to catch up with the new real¬ 
ity. Everything changes when 
the economy is at rock bot¬ 
tom - or, to use the term of art, 
in o liquidity trap (don’t ask). 
But for the longest time, no¬ 
body with the power to shape 
policy would believe it. 

What do I mean by saying 
that everything changes? 
As I wrote way bock when, 
in o rock-bottom economy 
“the usual rules of economic 
policy no longer apply: virtue 
becomes vice, caution is risky 
and prudence is folly.’’ Gov¬ 
ernment spending doesn’t 
compete with private invest¬ 
ment - it actually promotes 
business spending. Central 
bankers, who normally culti¬ 
vate on image os stern infla¬ 
tion-fighters, need to do the 
exact opposite, convincing 
markets and investors that 
they will push inflation up. 
“Structural reform,’’ which usu¬ 
ally means making it easier to 
cut wages, is more likely to de¬ 
stroy jobs than create them. 
This may oil sound wild and 
radical, but it isn’t. In fact, it’s 
what mainstream economic 
analysis soys will happen once 
interest rotes hit zero. And it’s 
also what history tells us. If you 
paid attention to the lessons 
of post-bubble Japan, or for 
that matter the U.S. economy 
in the 1930s, you were more or 
less ready for the looking-glass 
world of economic policy 
we’ve lived in since 2008. 

But os I said, nobody would 
believe it. By and large, poli¬ 
cymakers and Very Serious 
People in general went with 
gut feelings rather than care¬ 
ful economic analysis. Yes, 
they sometimes found cre- 
dentioled economists to bock 
their positions, but they used 


these economists the way o 
drunkard uses o lamppost: for 
support, not for illumination. 
And what the guts of these se¬ 
rious people hove told them, 
year otter year, is to fear - and 
do - exactly the wrong things. 
Thus we were told again and 
again that budget deficits 
were our most pressing eco¬ 
nomic problem, that interest 
rotes would soar any day now 
unless we imposed harsh fis¬ 
cal austerity. I could hove told 
you that this was foolish, and 
in fact I did, and sure enough, 
the predicted interest rote 
spike never happened - but 
demands that we cut gov¬ 
ernment spending now, now, 
now hove cost millions of jobs 
and deeply damaged our in¬ 
frastructure. 

We were also told repeat¬ 
edly that printing money - not 
what the Fed was actually 
doing, but never mind - would 
lead to “currency debase¬ 
ment and inflation.’’ The Fed, 
to its credit, stood up to this 
pressure, but other central 
bonks didn’t. The European 
Central Bonk, in particular, 
raised rotes in 2011 to head 
off a nonexistent inflationary 
threat. It eventually reversed 
course but has never gotten 
things bock on track. At this 
point European inflation is for 
below the official target of 2 
percent, and the Continent is 
flirting with outright deflation. 
But ore these bod colls just 
water under the bridge? Isn’t 
the era of rock-bottom eco¬ 
nomics just about over? Don’t 
count on it. 

It’s true that with the U.S. un¬ 
employment rote dropping, 
most analysts expect the Fed 
to raise interest rotes some¬ 
time next year. But inflation is 
low, wages ore weak, and the 
Fed seems to realize that rais¬ 
ing rotes too soon would be 
disastrous. Meanwhile, Europe 
looks further than ever from 
economic liftoff, while Japan 
is still struggling to escape 
from deflation. Oh, and Chi¬ 
na, which is starting to remind 
some of us of Japan in the 
late 1980s, could join the rock- 
bottom club sooner than you 
think. So the counterintuitive 
realities of economic policy at 
the zero lower bound ore likely 
to remain relevant for o long 
time to come, which mokes it 
crucial that influential people 
understand those realities. 
Unfortunately, too many still 
don’t; one of the most striking 
aspects of economic debate 
in recent years has been the 
extent to which those whose 
economic doctrines hove 
failed the reality test refuse 
to admit error, let alone learn 
from it. The intellectual lead¬ 
ers of the new majority in 
Congress still insist that we’re 
living in on Ayn Rond novel; 
German officials still insist that 
the problem is that debtors 
haven’t suffered enough. This 
bodes ill for the future. What 
people in power don’t know, 
or worse what they think they 
know but isn’t so, con very 
definitely hurt us.Q 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2014 New York Times 

Don’t let yourself get lost in 
the weeds. Don’t allow your¬ 
self to believe that opposition 
to President Barack Obama’s 
executive actions on immi¬ 
gration is only about that is¬ 
sue, the president’s tactics, or 
his lock of obsequiousness to 
his detractors. 

This hostility and animosity to¬ 
ward this president is, in fact, 
larger than this president. This 
is about systems of power and 
the power of symbols. Particu¬ 
larly, it is about preserving tra¬ 
ditional power and destroying 
emerging symbols that threat¬ 
en that power. This president is 
simply the embodiment of the 
threat, os for os his detractors 
ore concerned, whether they 
ore willing or able to articulate 
it os such. 

A Wall Street Journol/NBC 
News poll last week found that 
the public “wonts immigration 
policy along the lines of what 
President Barack Obomo 
seeks but is skeptical of the 
executive action.’’ When The 
Journal looked at some of the 
people who “soy they wont 
to see a path to citizenship 
for illegal immigrants - which 
is beyond what Mr. Obama’s 
executive order would do - 
but soy they disapprove of 
presidential executive ac¬ 
tion,’’ it found that the group 
was “overwhelmingly white 
and more likely to be Republi¬ 
can than not’’ and some said 
that they simply “don’t like 
anything associated with the 


president.’’ 

Pay attention to the overall 
response from oil sources, par¬ 
ticularly the rhetoric in which it 
is wrapped. 

Speaker John Boehner has 
accused Obomo of acting 
like o “king’’ and on “emper¬ 
or.’’ Rep. Louie Gohmert re¬ 
ferred to Obama’s “new royal 
amnesty decree.’’ 

Andrew C. McCarthy, in Na¬ 
tional Review, went further, 
suggesting that Obama’s le¬ 
gal justification was o slippery 
slope to all manner of crime 
and vice: 

“Con the president moke 
fraud and theft legal? How 
about assault? Cocaine use? 
Perjury? You’d hove to con¬ 
clude he con - and that we 
hove supplanted the Con¬ 
stitution with o monarchy - if 
you buy President Obama’s 
warped notion of prosecuto¬ 
rial discretion.’’ 

There is no denying the insinu¬ 
ations in such language: o 
fear of subjugation by people 
like this president, on “other’’ 
person, predisposed to law¬ 
lessness. As usual, issue-orient¬ 
ed opposition overlaps with o 
historical undercurrent, one 
desperate for demonstration 
(of liberal folly) and preser¬ 
vation (of conservative prin¬ 
ciples and traditional power). 
From this worldview, liberal¬ 
ism isn’t simply on alternate 
political sensibility, but a rot, 
on irreparable ruination, o 
violation of the lows of the 
land os the Founding Fathers 
(most of whom owned slaves 
at some point) envisioned, 
but also of the laws of nature, 
which they see as being di¬ 
rected by God. There ore so 
many examples of this: op¬ 
position to LGBT rights, to the 
science undergirding climate 
change and efforts to arrest 
that change, and to allowing 
women o full range of repro¬ 
ductive options. 

Maybe that’s why the presi¬ 
dent cited Scripture when lay¬ 
ing out his immigration plan: 
“Scripture tells us that we shall 
not oppress o stranger, for we 
know the heart of a stranger - 


we were strangers once, too.’’ 
But that is surely to hove fall¬ 
en on deaf ear, if not hostile 
ones. Conservatives slammed 
the usage and Mike Hucko- 
bee went so far os to accuse 
the president of trying to re¬ 
write the Bible while bizorrely 
invoking the Bill Cosby sexual 
assault allegations: 

“I always thought that Scrip¬ 
ture was eternal and un¬ 
changing, but apparently, 
now that Obomo is president. 
Scripture gets rewritten more 
often than Bill Cosby’s Wikipe¬ 
dia entry.’’ 

How dare the president - seen 
by some os o threat to Christi¬ 
anity - invoke Christianity in his 
defense! 

As Paul Ryan put it in 2012, the 
president’s policies put us on 
o “dangerous path,’’ one that 
“grows government, restricts 
freedom and liberty, and 
compromises those values, 
those Judeo-Christion, West¬ 
ern civilization values that 
mode us such o great and 
exceptional nation in the first 
place.’’ 

Sen. Tom Coburn upped the 
rhetoric lost week, suggesting 
to USA Today that there could 
be o violent reaction to the 
president’s actions: 

“You’re going to see - hope¬ 
fully not - but you could see 
instances of anarchy.’’ 

He added, “You could see 
violence.’’ 

This is not completely unlike 
the language used by the 
newly elected Iowa senator, 
Joni Ernst, who spoke during 
o 2012 NRA event of her gun 
and the “right to defend my¬ 
self,’’ possibly “from the gov¬ 
ernment, should they decide 
that my rights are no longer 
important.’’ 

Moke no mistake: This debate 
is not just about this president, 
this executive order or immi¬ 
gration. This is about the fear 
that mokes the face flush 
when people store into a fu¬ 
ture in which traditional pow¬ 
er - their power - is eroded, 
and about their desperate, 
by-ony-meons determination 
to deny that future.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Theater box 
5 Spend entirely 
10 Slightly open 

14 Not up yet 

15 Jet or glider 

16 African nation 

17 Griffey, Sr., and 
Griffey, Jr. 

18 College 
sisterhoods 

20 Needle’s hole 

21 Tiny pieces 

22 Travis or Quaid 

23 “All _ lead to 
Rome” 

25 Late comedian 
Bernie _ 

26 Baby’s bed 
28 _ and thither; 

in all directions 

31 Lubricated 

32 Deceitfulness 
34 Was introduced 

to 

36 “...will be done 
on earth as _ 
in heaven...” 

37 Think the _ of; 
regard highly 

38 Actress Wynter 

39 Felt hat with a 
tassel 

40 Signified 

41 End-of- 
semester exam 

42 First, third... 

44 Closed loop 

45 Long-tailed 
rodent 

46 _-frutti 

47 Coil of yarn 

50 Youths 

51 Lemon 
meringue _ 

54 Modest 

57 Taverns 

58 Mr. Arnaz 

59 Burn slightly 

60 Resting upon 

61 Collections 

62 Praise 

63 Refuse to face 
the reality of 

DOWN 

1 Geneva or Erie 

2 Follow orders 


3 Make sweeping 
assumptions 

4 Ames&Asner 

5 Pineapple 
down cake 

6 Casino 
machines, for 
short 

7 All _; listening 

8 Name for a 
candy bar 

9 _ person; 
apiece 

10 Hook on 

11 Become a 
member of 

12 Elderly 

13 Promising 

19 Furious 

21 Shiny on top? 

24 Elegant poems 

25 Not at all spicy 

26 Hairdo 

27 Ceremonies 

28 Sword handle 

29 Set free 

30 Of the kidneys 

32 Incite, spur on 

33 Fancy vase 


35 Story 

37 _ away; left 

38 Soil 

40 Complains 

41 _ to a T; is 
just right 

43 Emergency 

44 Thick stick 

46 Ballroom dance 


47 Soap lather 

48 Patella’s place 

49 Vane direction 

50 Dryer residue 

52 Press clothes 

53 Notice 

55 Do drugs 

56 Jumble 

57 _ blood; ill will 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































Uber sets up mobile development 
team in Amsterdam, Netherlands 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Uber, 
the San Francisco-based 
ride sharing company, has 
set up a mobile phone soft¬ 
ware development team 
in Amsterdam, its interna¬ 
tional headquarters. 

In a telephone interview 
Conrad Whelan — Uber's 
second employee and first 
engineer — said Thursday 
he has begun working with 
a team of 10 Dutch mobile 
software experts immedi¬ 
ately and hopes to expand 
that number to 30 or 40 in 
the coming year. 

Whelan said one ot the 
reasons to choose Am¬ 
sterdam is that it will allow 
the company to draw staff 
from “across Europe.” 

“I fhink fhe biggesf reason 
is jusf the combination of 
design and engineering 
tolenf fhof you have ac¬ 
cess to here," he said. 

U.S. technology compa¬ 
nies frequently complain ot 
how ditficult it is to obtain 
U.S. visas for top toreign 
engineers, and Uber must 
compete with Silicon Valley 
giants Google and Face- 
book when hiring statt. 

Still, Uber's core develop¬ 
ment will remain in Son 
Francisco, Whelan said. 
There are other reasons 
why Uber chose Amster¬ 
dam. Although the arrival 
of the company — whose 
service aims to ofter a 
cheaper way ot matching 
drivers and riders than tra- 


ditianal taxi companies — 
has been met with protests 
in many European capitals, 
reaction has been muted 
in Amsterdam. 

That’s in part because the 
company initially limited 
drivers to licensed chauf- 
teurs. When Uber opened 
its service to all drivers in 
October, the transporta¬ 
tion minister intervened to 
block it — a decision that's 
under appeal. 

Regardless ot the outcome, 
the Netherlands is already 
reviewing its relatively lib¬ 
eral taxi laws. Meanwhile, 
the country in general and 
Amsterdam in particular 
are attempting to profile 
themselves as welcoming 
to technology startups. 

A nationwide law allowing 
work visas for non-Europe¬ 
ans who found starfups is 
expecfed to go into effect 
Jan. 1. 

Uber has come under scru¬ 
tiny in recent weeks after a 
top executive suggested 
spending $1 million to dig 
up dirt on a journalist that 
has written about the com¬ 
pany. Uber has received 
coverage critical of ifs cor- 
porafe culture and the al¬ 
leged behavior of some of 
its drivers. 

One driver was charged in 
San Francisco with assault¬ 
ing a customer in June and 
the company is investigat¬ 
ing one of its New York em¬ 
ployees for tracking anoth¬ 
er journalist while who was 
using Uber.Q 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV$ 17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
"""Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website; 

www.conciergereaIty.com 


TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
La Cabana Christmas 

week 52, Dec. 19-26, one br 
$895 & week 49 Dec. 5-12 rm 
105C ground fl, 1 br $625 also 
for sale 2995, ocean views, 
steps to pool 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

202894 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
30 515 $4600 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 202887 

LA CABANA 

Week 44 room 334B $1.850 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Viiias 

week 19, one bedroom, unit 
104, May 9th, sell: $1500 (+MF) 
Paradise Viiias 
week 26, room 322, June 27th, 
sell:$1500 (+MF) 

Paradise Viiias 

week 32, room 310, Aug 8th, 

sell: $1800 (+MF) 

call 565-9394 till Nov 15 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 

US 508 651 0016 

202894 



Tel- 592 / 5BJ-74B4 

$Chotl(tn<l jtf, 7Q 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www. 


Ad' 

Studici 6 


end yoar stay 



Quality Apartments 
'Sflidici A Laft lApts. 'fulfy Furwslwd 

* / Ai reg / TV FppI 

tHMji e i^ile frmn EiOgit & 4 

Ftel to lar visit ui. 

ttun - Fri: 8iim-7prri. SaT d Sun: 94iiri-5pm. 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

^ Dr. Angela 

EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Noord Tel: 586-4606 
San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 


December 6 


Freewinds 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 

FOUNDATION 


FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 


Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 


Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 7586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbonk Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 








































































FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER 


.^flSCIENCE 




hiassaqe and escort service 


Ih Di«llv9rv 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 


Pirtv S^Millimf. 
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Call: 565-9535 


U.N. weather agency: 2014 on track for hottest year 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — With 
temperature data show¬ 
ing 2014 currently tied 
for the hottest year on 
record, the U.N. weather 
agency on Wednesday 
rejected claims that glob¬ 
al warming has paused. 
The World Meteorologi¬ 
cal Organization said the 
global average tempera¬ 
ture in January-October 
was 0.57 Celsius (1.03 
Fahrenheit) above aver¬ 
age, the same as in re¬ 
cord hot year 2010. 

The ocean temperature 
set a new record in the 
nine-month period, while 
land temperatures were 
the fourth or fifth highest 
since record-keeping be¬ 
gan in the 19th century, 
the WMO said in a report 
released at U.N. climate 
talks in Lima and at its 
headquarters in Geneva. 
“The provisional infor¬ 
mation for 2014 means 
that 14 of the 15 warm¬ 
est years on record have 
all occurred in the 21st 
century,” WMO Secre¬ 
tary-General Michel Jar- 
raud said in a statement. 
“There is no standstill in 
global warming." 

Climate skeptics point to 
a perceived hiatus in the 
temperature rise since 
1998, an exceptionally 
hot year, to support their 
claims that man-made 
warming is not a big 
problem. Most climate 
scientists reject that idea. 
Michael Oppenheimer 
of Princeton University 
said the long-term warm¬ 
ing trend is combined 
with natural variations 
that tend to be cyclical, 
with a period of lower- 
than-average warming 
followed by a period of 
rapid warming. 


“Whether such a pe¬ 
riod is about to begin, 
we cannot say but the 
warm 2014 is a reminder 
that the warming never 
stopped and the long 
term trend is up, up, up,” 
Oppenheimer said. 

Parts of the planet were 
cooler than average, in¬ 
cluding large areas of 
the U.S., Canada and 


were particularly high in 
the northern hemisphere 
from June to October. 
“Around 93 percent of the 
excess energy trapped 
in the atmosphere by 
greenhouse gases from 
fossil fuels and other hu¬ 
man activities ends up 
in the oceans. Therefore, 
the heat content of the 
oceans is key to under¬ 


By Nov. 13 there had 
been 72 tropical storms, 
well below the average 
of 89. 

Arctic sea ice shrunk to 
the sixth lowest level on 
record in September, 
while Antarctic sea ice 
grew to a record extent 
for the third straight year. 
The concentration in the 
atmosphere of carbon di¬ 


groundwork for a glob¬ 
al emissions pact that's 
planned to be adopted 
next year. Divisions be¬ 
tween rich and poor 
countries have slowed 
the negotiations over the 
years, but a U.S.-China 
emissions deal last month 
has injected new hope 
into the talks. 

U.N. climate chief Chris¬ 



The Huascaran glacier is seen in the Huascaran National Park in Huaraz, Peru, Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2014. 


Associated Press 


central Russia. But most 
of the world experienced 
temperatures above av¬ 
erage, with heat waves 
in South Africa, Australia 
and Argentina in Janu¬ 
ary and in large parts of 
South America in Octo¬ 
ber, according to the 
WMO assessment, which 
was based on two global 
data sets from the U.S. 
and one from Europe. 
Ocean temperatures 


standing the climate sys¬ 
tem,” the WMO said. 
While scientists are now 95 
percent certain that the 
temperature rise since the 
middle of the 20th cen¬ 
tury is mostly man-made, 
they can’t say with the 
same confidence how 
the warming affects dif¬ 
ferent parts of the climate 
system, including the fre¬ 
quency of tropical storms 
or hurricanes. 


oxide, a key greenhouse 
gas, rose to a new high of 
396 parts per million last 
year, the WMO said, 42 
percent above the level 
before the industrial revo¬ 
lution, when people start¬ 
ed burning fossil fuels for 
energy. 

Figures for 2014 were not 
yet ready. 

In Lima, delegates from 
more than 190 coun¬ 
tries are trying to lay the 


tiana Figueres said tem¬ 
perature data added 
urgency to the talks, but 
noted that you don't 
have to be a scientist to 
realize that the climate is 
changing. 

“Every single one of us 
can just look out the win¬ 
dow, open the door and 
see the effects of climate 
change," she said. “Be¬ 
cause there is not one 
country that is exempt.'’Q 
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Chris Rock on 
THR essay; NY 
grand jury decision 




Actors from left Ben Whishow, Noomie Harris, Daniel Craig and Ralph Fiennes pose for 
photographers at the announcement for the new Bond film, the 24th in the series, at Pinewood 
Studios in west London, Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014. The title of the new Bond production is Spectre. 

Associated Press 


Next Bond film gets 
retro name: ‘SPECTRE’ 


Actor/director Chris Rock attends the premiere of “Top Five” at 
the Ziegfeid Theatre on Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


JOHN CARUCCI 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — At the 

premiere of his new film, 
“Top Five,” Chris Rock talk¬ 
ed about his recent essay 
about race in Hollywood. 
The 49-year-old star 
doesn’t see the essay as 
a courageous act; rather 
that he was stating the 
facts about being black in 
the entertainment industry. 
In the essay in The Holly¬ 
wood Reporter, Rock ques¬ 
tions how a “liberal town” 
like Hollywood is also “kind 
of racist” when it comes to 
hiring practices and diver¬ 
sity. He called Hollywood 
“a white industry. Just as 
the NBA is a black indus¬ 
try.” 

Rock told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday night 
he was merely speaking 
from the heart. 

“I don’t look at it as even 
being political. I’m just stat¬ 
ing the facts. I’m not trying 
to be political at all, that’s 
(Jon) Stewart, that’s (Bill) 
Maher, that’s, you know, 
not me,” Rock said. 

Rock also reacted to 
Wednesday’s grand jury 
decision in New York not to 
indict a white police officer 
in the chokehold death of 
a black Staten Island man 
last summer. That alterca¬ 


tion was captured on video 
with the suspect scream¬ 
ing, “I can’t breathe.” 

“It’s sad when something 
is on videotape. It’s sad,” 
Rock said. □ 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — James 
Bond is back, in a new 
film with a retro title that 
evokes the series’ past. The 
next 007 adventure will be 
called “SPECTRE,” the das- 


Jimmy Fallon to 
take third day of 
paternity leave 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jimmy 
Fallon plans to take a third 
day af paternity leave from 
his “Tonight Show” duties. 
NBC says it will air a repeat 
“Tonight Show” episode 
Friday sa Fallon can spend 
another day with his new 
daughter, Frances Cole 
Fallon. 

The scheduled Wednes¬ 
day and Thursday “To¬ 
night” tapings had already 
been canceled after her 
arrival Wednesday morn¬ 
ing. 

Little Frances joins big sis¬ 
ter Winnie Rose, 1. Both 
daughters were born to 
Fallon and wife, Nancy, via 
a surrogate. 

Fallon, who took over host¬ 
ing “The Tonight Show” 
last February, has a book 
deal far a children’s pic¬ 
ture bcok, “Ycur Baby’s 



In this April 23, 2013 file photo. 
Talk show host Jimmy Fallon 
and wife Nancy Juvonen 
attend the TIME 100 Gala 
celebrating the “100 Most 
Influential People in the 
World” at Jazz at Lincoln 
Center in New York. 

Associated Press 

First Word Will Be Dada,” 
scheduled for release in 
June.Q 


tardly fictional terrorist or¬ 
ganization featured in “Dr. 
No” and other early Bond 
films. Director Sam Mendes 
announced the name of 
the 24th official Bond mov¬ 
ie Thursday at Pinewood 
Studios near London, along 
with the identity of several 
new cast members and a 
new version of Bond’s icon¬ 
ic Aston Martin car. 
Academy Award-winning 
Austrian actor Christoph 
Waltz and wrestling star Da¬ 
vid Bautista are joining the 
cast, while Andrew Scott — 
master criminal Moriarty in 
BBC series “Sherlock” — will 
play an MI6 officer. Monica 
Bellucci and Lea Seydoux 
are the new “Bond girls,” 
Lucia Sciarra and Mad¬ 
eleine Swann. Mendes, 
who directed the last Bond 
installment, “Skyfall,” said 
the movie would have 
“everything you would ex¬ 
pect from a Bond movie,” 
with “a little more variety 
... maybe a little more mis¬ 
chief.” 

“SPECTRE” will be Daniel 
Craig’s fourth film as the 
suave spy. Returning cast 
members include Ralph Fi¬ 
ennes as spy chief M, Ben 
Whishaw as gadget-master 
Q and Naomi Harris as sec¬ 
retary Miss Moneypenny. 
Producers said the next 
film centers on “a cryptic 
message from Bond’s past 
(that) sends him on a trail 


to uncover a sinister orga¬ 
nization.” 

SPECTRE — Special Ex¬ 
ecutive for Counterintelli¬ 
gence, Terrorism, Revenge 
and Extortion — was the 
terrorist organization head¬ 
ed by Ernst Blofeld that fea¬ 
tured in several early Bond 
films. 

Waltz, an Oscar winner 
for “Inglourious Basterds” 
and “Django Unchained,” 
said his character is called 
Oberhauser — but fans 
hope he is really Blofeld, 
one of the most enduring 
Bond villains. 

The cat-stroking evildoer, 
played by actors includ¬ 
ing Donald Pleasence 
and Charles Gray, hasn’t 
appeared for several de¬ 
cades because of a legal 
dispute over rights to the 
character. The case was 
settled last year. 

Mendes also revealed 
that Bond will drive an As¬ 
ton Martin DBIO, replacing 
the vintage DBS that was 
spectacularly destroyed in 
“Skyfall.” Initial fan reaction 
to the details was enthusi¬ 
astic. 

“For Bond fans, this is the 
best Christmas present — 
the return of James Bond 
and classic elements of the 
series with yet another clas¬ 
sic title coined by Ian Flem¬ 
ing,” said Ajay Chowdhury 
of the James Bond Interna¬ 
tional Fan Club. □ 
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Medellin now known for holiday lights, not drugs 



In this Monday, Dec. 1, 2014 photo, Christmas lights are displayed along the Medellin river, in 
Medellin, Colombia. The city once wracked by drug violence has undergone massive social 
and economic transformation, and it's now known in tourist circles for spectacular Christmas light 
displays that veil churches, buildings, parks and even the Medellin River with glittering cascades 
of color. 

Associated Press 


BETH J. HARPAZ 
AP Travel Editor 
MEDELLIN, Colombia (AP) 

— Medellin for Christmas 
vacation? Si, si! 

The city once wracked by 
drug violence has under¬ 
gone massive social and 
economic transformation, 
and it's now known in tour¬ 
ist circles for spectacular 
Christmas light displays 
that veil churches, build¬ 
ings, parks and even the 
Medellin River with glitter¬ 
ing cascades of color. 

The spectacle can be 
seen in neighborhoods 
around the city every 
night through Jan. 12 from 
6 p.m. to 1 a.m. It draws 
an estimated 4 million visi¬ 
tors, including thousands 
of tourists. The scene feels 
like a carnival, with crowds 
of families on foot gazing 
in awe, street vendors and 
long lines of cars and tour 
buses streaming slowly by. 
The displays change each 
year and are created by 
EPM, a state utility com¬ 
pany that derives much of 
its power from hydroelec¬ 
tric sources. The company, 
which also produces light 
displays in the Colombian 
cities of Cali and Quimba- 
ya, held an open call for 
ideas for the light shows, 
resulting this year in more 
than 1,500 suggestions. 
The lights can be seen pri¬ 


marily in eight areas of the 
city: Cerro Nutibara, La 
Playa Avenue, East Ave¬ 
nue, Carabobo, San Juan, 
Junin, 70 North Street and 
Las Palmas. Each area's dis¬ 
play has a different theme, 
for example animals, sym¬ 
bols of peace, flowers and 
Christmas trees. 

Locals are quick to remind 
visitors that perceptions of 
the city as a center of drug 
violence are outdated. Af¬ 


ter all, Colombia's most no¬ 
torious outlaw, drug kingpin 
Pablo Escobar, was assassi¬ 
nated more than 20 years 
ago. While it's possible to 
find tour guides offering 
“Escobar tours” of Medel¬ 
lin that include a stop at 
the building where he was 
ambushed by police, tour 
guide Andres Munera pre¬ 
fers to focus on more posi¬ 
tive themes, from the Christ¬ 
mas lights to excursions to 


nearby coffee farms and 
nature reserves. 

Munera, 43, a native of 
Medellin, started his busi¬ 
ness, Land Venture Travel, 
in 2010, and says about 50 
percent of his customers 
are American. After all, “it's 
just a three-hour flight from 
Miami,” he said. He credits 
Alvaro Uribe, who served 
both as Colombia's presi¬ 
dent and Medellin's mayor, 
with helping change Co¬ 


lombia's reputation, and 
says life in Medellin has 
been transformed by ev¬ 
erything from libraries and 
parks to assistance for en¬ 
trepreneurs. 

Despite economic and so¬ 
cial strides in Medellin and 
elsewhere, challenges re¬ 
main. Medellin has recent¬ 
ly been in the news over 
reports of underage prosti¬ 
tution, and the taxi industry 
in the capital, Bogota, is 
plagued by robberies. 

But tourism is on the rise. 
In 2013, about 1.7 million 
tourists visited Colombia, 
more than three times the 
number that visited in 2002. 
About 20 percent of 2013 
arrivals, or 343,891, were 
from the U.S., up slightly 
from the previous year. 
Tourism from the U.S. is ex¬ 
pected to grow with the 
recent addition of direct 
flights on Avianca from 
New York. 

Munera says the improved 
quality of life, along with 
social media and word of 
mouth, is helping persuade 
tourists to visit. “We don't 
do Pablo Escobar tours be¬ 
cause that evil man was 
the worst thing that has 
ever happened to Medel¬ 
lin and the entire country,” 
Munera said. “We prefer 
to focus on the positive 
present than on a painful 
past.”Q 


Sundance Film Festival announces competition films 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Films 
in next month's Sundance 
Film Festival's competitive 
categories feature such 
stars as Sarah Silverman, 
Michael Fassbender, Chris 
Pine, Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Nicole Kidman. 

Festival organizers re¬ 
vealed the slate of films 
Wednesday by American 
and international directors 
that will be in competition 
at the independent-film 
showcase, which runs Jan. 
22-31. 

Silverman shows her dra¬ 
matic side as a mom fall¬ 
ing apart in the U.S. film “I 
Smile Back.” Fassbender 
appears in a drama from 
New Zealand called “Slow 



This photo provided by courtesy of the Sundance Institute 
shows, Joseph Fiennes, left, and Nicole Kidman, in a scene from 
Parker Pictures Productions presents “Strangeriand” a film by 
Kim Farrant, Fiims in the 2015 Sundance Film Festival's competi¬ 
tive categories feature such stars as Sarah Silverman, Michael 
Fassbender, Chris Pine, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Kidman. Festival or¬ 
ganizers revealed the slate of films Wednesday, Dec. 3,2014, by 
American and international directors that will be in competition 
at the independent-film showcase in January 2015. 

Associated Press 


West.” Ejiofor and Pine 
share the screen in the 
American tale “Z for Zach- 
ariah.” Kidman stars in the 
Australian film “Stranger- 
land,” set to play on the 
festival's opening day. 
Otherfamiliarfaces among 
the 1 6 narrative films in the 
U.S. competition include 
Jack Black, Saoirse Ronan, 
Cable Smulders, Cynthia 
Nixan and Alexander Skars- 
gard. 

“There's a real intensity 
that is permeating inde¬ 
pendent filmmaking these 
days,” said festival direc¬ 
tor John Cooper. “Whether 
it's the pure entertainment, 
the comedies and ro¬ 
mances being so engag¬ 
ing; whether it's documen¬ 
taries that will enrage you 
and sometimes call ta ac- 


tian. Even in the deep dra¬ 
matic films, we've fcund 
there's a real cancerted 
effort to look at empathy 
for dark subjects and the 
characters in them.” 
American documenta¬ 
ries in competition explore 
such subjects as the ama¬ 
teur porn industry, Mexican 
drug cartels, endangered 
animals, 

Evel Knievel and the 2012 
shaoting at unarmed black 
teenager Jordan Russell 
Davis. 

Cooper said he expects 
viewers are “going to have 
a very wild ride of emotion¬ 
al extremes.” 

Films that compete at the 
Sundance Film Festival are 
warld premieres but may 
nat reach local theaters far 
months. □ 
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